FAQs for Foerderer Grant for International Study 2009-2010
1- Where can I get an application? 

Applications are available online at the International Medicine Society (IMS) site through Pulse, in the Documents section, at www.jefferson.edu/oies , or in paper form at M-70 JAH.

2- May I submit my application on line?

No, at this time, you need to submit the original and 2 paper photocopies. All attachments, descriptions, supplemental materials can be submitted “original only.” This may change in the near future as we investigate workable ways to do this.
3- Can my program e-mail an acceptance letter?

Yes, you may attach a faxed or email copy to the application.

4- Is it possible for my TJU mentor write a letter separate from the form provided?

Absolutely, but you need to fill out the top of the Faculty Recommendation form and indicate on it that a letter will be sent separately.

5- How many people apply?

It varies from year to year. Minimum has been 16, maximum 66 for $35,000 available.

6- How are recipients chosen?

Applications are reviewed by a committee that meets after interviews are held with all eligible applicants. The process takes into consideration various factors, including relevance of your proposed plan to your future in health care, the site’s level of development, your previous study abroad experience, financial need and the details of your program.
7- When will applicants be notified?

Fall applicants are notified in late December, spring applicants for summer travel are notified in late April. Exact dates appear on the Guidelines page.
8- Explain the budget sheet. 

The budget sheet includes more categories than the award will pay for, and is designed to allow you to think about all the expenses you might encounter during your travels.

How detailed do I have to be in my entries? Provide as much information as you can.

Are the expenses outlined exact?  Estimates are fine.

9- May I attach a separate sheet to answer the questions on the application?

Yes, that is not a problem.

10- If I don’t have a confirmed response from my program, may I submit what I have and 

send my acceptance later, when it arrives? 

Yes, submit everything you have and add the missing documents as soon as you have them.  Once the review process has begun, however, additions will not be accepted.
11 – Will you accept applications after the deadline?

You must submit your answers to the basic questions on time.  If you have extenuating circumstances that require extra time to provide supplementary materials, extensions may be granted.

12 – How competitive is it?  

There are many more people who apply than there are funds available. Generally students are applying for two or three times the amount of funds available.  It is very competitive.
13 – What are the determining factors for awards? 

The committee is looking for a complete application, a thorough description of the program, the level of development of the country, and an idea about how this training will impact your life as a health care provider in the future.   Need does factor in to the award amount.
14- May I use a Foerderer Grant for an IFMSA-USA exchange program?


Yes, many people have.

15- May I change destinations if conditions in my original country of choice become less stable?
Occasionally an area will become less than advisable for student travel.  In such cases, changing your intended location is actually encouraged.  The Foerderer Funds cannot be used for travel to an area for which there is a State Department Travel Warning or where there is a war.

16- Do I have to get evacuation and repatriation insurance?  

The Foerderer Award for International Study committee very strongly encourages you to purchase this kind of insurance.  There are brochures available at OIES in M-70 JAH that describe the benefits of travel insurance. Health insurance may be covered by your regular policy. Call your insurance agency to determine how a claim is handled while you are abroad.

17- What about vaccinations?  

Jefferson Travel Medicine can tell you about the vaccinations necessary for your destination.  The number is 215 955-5844 and the office is located at 833 Chestnut Street, Suite 740. The CDC website also has information.

18- What are the requirements upon return?
1- Submit a report in both hard copy and by e-mail. 2- Do a presentation or poster session, web page or photo album to be left in OIES. All summer travelers are expected to present. 3- Submit a completed travel expense report form, with receipts attached and currency conversion formula noted within 30 days of return.
19- Why do I have to keep receipts?
When you return, you will need to complete a travel expense form and attach receipts to collect the remainder of your grant. Do not worry about keeping every receipt. Keep only those that cover your award amount.
20- How can I help other students?

Write a helpful report, have your report available on the International Medicine 

Society (IMS) web site, do a lunchtime presentation, keep in touch with the Office of International Exchange Services (OIES), Jefferson Alumni Hall, M-70, (215) 503-4335, email: Janice.Bogen@jefferson.edu, in case students wish to ask you questions about your experience. (Give OIES your ongoing e-mail contact information).
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