Guidelines for the Foerderer Grant for International Study

Thomas Jefferson University

Philadelphia, PA

Academic Year 2009-2010

The Foerderer Award for International Study will be made available to students in good academic standing in the College of Graduate Studies, College of Health Professions (all schools) and Jefferson Medical College who wish to enhance their educational experience by studying outside the United States for a period not less than 3 weeks and not to exceed 8 weeks. Travel must occur between September 30, 2009 and August 31, 2010.


Students may apply up to one year in advance for funding that covers up to 70 percent of estimated costs. If total expenses are $1,800, the student is expected to contribute at least $540.  The total amount available for all awards in AY 2009-2010 is $35,000.  The limit per individual is $1400; in the past, awards have ranged from $400 to the limit.  Submitting as accurate a budget as possible is recommended. Funding priorities are, in this order: roundtrip airfare, program fees (if any), room, and supplies. Personal travel expenses will not be funded. The 2008-2009 applications numbered 58 and 41 of those students received award funds.

Application

The application process requires: 1- a description of the purpose of the visit, 2- a plan, and 3- the expected outcomes and expectations for sharing information about the experience.  The visit should be linked to the student’s area of study; the funds are not awarded for study of language and culture only.  Eligible candidates will be interviewed by a member of the selection committee composed of representatives from each of the Colleges and the Office of International Exchange Services.  All applicants will be interviewed; however, incomplete applications will not be reviewed by the selection committee.


A completed application packet includes original plus two copies of:

· Completed Application Form 

· Letter of acceptance or interest from host program or physician/institution 

· Recommendation by Jefferson faculty sponsor/mentor
· Completed Budget Sheet of estimated costs

· Back-up materials explaining the site and/or program. If you email your application materials, you may send your back-up material separately.
Deadlines for applications
Applications will be accepted from current 2nd, 3rd and 4th year students through September 8, 2009. Students commencing studies in fall 2009 are eligible to apply by Thursday, January 7, 2010 for funds for travel during the spring or summer of 2010. Notification will be made by December 23, 2009 for the first round, and by April 30, 2010 for the second round.


The review committee will consider many factors in choosing grant recipients including:  financial need, the country’s level of development, the specificity of program details and goals, completeness of the package, letter from in-country program mentor and recommendation, previous study abroad experience, and the relationship of your proposed program to your future career. 
Preparation

Prior to the trip, there will be an orientation, which may include discussions about the destination country’s culture, health practices, and other considerations. IMS officers will lead a discussion on expectations and outcomes for the study trip as well as present guidelines for final reports and presentations. Students who are taking medications must research the regulations regarding those medications in the destination country. Travel insurance, especially medical evacuation, repatriation and health insurance must be available to the student prior to travel.
Evaluation

During the trip, students are requested to keep some kind of a journal of their experience, and comment on the clinical and/or research aspects of their learning, as well as cultural and personal insights. A summary of the highlights will be expected as part of the evaluation process. During the stay at the site, meetings with the supervisor are necessary, as the supervisor submits an evaluation of work at the end of the study period.  The evaluation method will depend on the mentor.  Informal, loosely structured evaluations are acceptable, but an overall evaluation of participation levels, time frame spent, supervision, and areas of study is expected.


Upon return to Jefferson, students are required to: 1- provide an accounting of expenses actually incurred, including receipts covering at least the award amount, 2- submit a report and evaluation of the entire experience (Sample reports are kept in the Office of International Exchange Services), 3- present an oral report or poster to students and faculty at the University or provide a presentation to be posted on the IMS website on JeffPulse. All summer JMC travelers will be expected to do a presentation during an IMS- organized lunchtime slot. JCGS/JCHP travelers will present in their respective departments.

A completed evaluation packet includes:

· Journal summary or report

· Accounting sheet with receipts

· Plan for sharing information with other Jefferson students (e.g., web site text, poster presentation, oral report)

Academic credit may be granted only to those students who follow the additional guidelines established by each College.  Information can be obtained from the Dean’s Office in the respective College.

Questions should be addressed to: Janice Bogen, Director, Office of International Exchange Services, 1020 Locust Street, M-70, Philadelphia, PA 19107 janice.bogen@jefferson.edu 
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