THE HALLMARKS CORE AND GENERATIVE AI: GUIDING PRINCIPLES
The Hallmarks Core, Thomas Jefferson University’s general education curriculum, provides graduates with the intellectual foundation to assess the issues and possibilities raised by generative AI tools and to understand the social contexts that shape and are shaped by these technologies. It advances these goals by cultivating curiosity, imagination, moral reasoning, and critical thinking—qualities essential not only for meaningful professional, civic, and personal lives but also for ethical, intentional, and appropriate use of AI.
Human-centered learning environment.
The Hallmarks Core affirms its commitment to sustained human interaction and disciplined effort in reading, composing, creating, and thinking as central to students’ professional and intellectual development, even as AI-powered tools increasingly allow for the avoidance of cognitive effort.
Elevating, not replacing, human skills.
The Hallmarks Core equips graduates with advanced human skills that can be employed both with and independently of AI tools, positioning them to navigate and lead in an AI-transformed world. When AI tools are applied in the curriculum, they should serve to facilitate and broaden human-driven inquiry, creativity, and original expression, rather than replace them.
Global impacts.
The Hallmarks Core raises students’ awareness of the material nature of AI systems and their broad social, political, economic, and environmental impacts.
Equity and moral imagination.
The Hallmarks Core nurtures the moral imagination necessary to envision and create more just futures, recognizing that machine learning systems tend to reproduce the shortcomings, inequities, and biases embedded in their data and training.
Autonomy and critical scrutiny.
The Hallmarks Core encourages students to think critically about the consequences of relinquishing human autonomy to AI and to approach the expanding applications of AI technologies as contingent and contested, rather than inevitable.
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