AI GUIDELINES FOR INSTRUCTORS
In the Hallmarks Core general education curriculum, the use of AI tools is generally at the instructor’s discretion. Decisions about the use of AI tools in our classes should be driven by the course learning goals and the instructor’s pedagogical considerations. Given the rapid pace of technological change, these choices will need to be revisited periodically in response to new developments.
Pedagogical considerations
· Traditional academic assignments can no longer be “AI-proof” or even “AI-resistant,” so we need to re-evaluate assignments that are intended to be completed outside of the class: assume that some students are reading AI summaries of readings and that almost any cognitive task given to students (quizzes, study questions, discussion board posts) can now be completed with the help of an AI tool.
· Understand that the TurnItIn tool in Canvas as well as other AI detection programs generate both false positives and false negatives when screening for AI-generated content, which makes them inappropriate for decisions about grading or academic integrity. The Hallmarks Core program will not be able to support instructors who penalize students based on AI detection results, unless the student in question admits to unauthorized use.
· Given the points above, the Hallmarks Core program recommends shifting learning assessment tasks as much as possible to in-class writing or oral examinations.
· Similarly, the Hallmarks Core program recommends establishing a “no-devices” policy for your classroom since students with devices may be using AI to generate comments for in-class discussions. These policies should allow exceptions for any students with documented accommodations.
· Faculty are welcome to apply AI tools in their courses in innovative and experimental ways, in keeping with their course content and learning goals.
Increasing student AI awareness
· Use opportunities that might arise in your course to explain what AI tools are, how they function, and, when appropriate for the course content, what their political, economic, cultural, and environmental impacts are.
· If you assign tasks that require students to use AI, clearly explain the relevant applications of the tool(s), the possible limitations and pitfalls, and the critical analysis needed to assess and customize the output.
Benefits and possibilities afforded by AI tools
· Look for opportunities where students could use AI assistance to fill gaps in their knowledge independently, to accelerate their research, or to meet higher standards than are possible without AI assistance.
· Explore the possibilities and advantages of having students use AI tools for personalized tutoring or quizzing themselves on content.
Academic professionalism and credibility
· Use professional discretion in the use of AI tools when developing course content and materials—disclose your use if it is significant or substantial. In more marginal cases, make sure that you would be comfortable if your use of AI tools were disclosed.
· Don’t use AI tools to grade student work or generate feedback in your name.
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