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Drawing on her long-standing expertise and experience as both a strategic planner and developer of 

community outreach programs, Nicole Thomas serves as Director of Strategic Initiatives and Regulatory 

Affairs for the Jefferson College of Nursing.  

 

Thomas has been instrumental in expanding the college’s multi-institutional collaborations to impact 

community health. As a result of her work, Jefferson College of Nursing has become a cosponsor of the 

annual Community-Driven Research Day a forum for community-based organizations to present their 

research ideas to faculty and students of five Philadelphia-based academic institutions.  

 

Thomas works directly with the dean and associate deans to create and implement a strategic vision to 

assure that the college and its graduates address ongoing health care challenges in imaginative and 

impactful ways. She collaborates with internal and external stakeholders to achieve the college’s 

programmatic, research, operational, financial, training, marketing, and community impact goals.   

 

Thomas also oversees all compliance, communication, and site visits for six accreditation and regulatory 

agencies. She serves as liaison between the college’s marketing department and various vendors 

supporting a wide range of internal and external communications. As part of the college’s wide-ranging 

work to serve the health care needs of communities beyond its campus, she works to expand mutually 

beneficial research teams examining health disparities and health services, and to assure that they have the 

maximum positive impact on community health.  

 

Before coming to Jefferson in 2015, Thomas founded and led a Philadelphia-based consulting company 

offering training, communications, organizational development, and community-engagement strategies 

and tools to nonprofit organizations and interdisciplinary research teams. After obtaining valuable work 

experience in banking and workforce development and launching a +$1-million family-owned and 

operated legwear company, Thomas began her academic career at the Perelman School of Medicine of the 

University of Pennsylvania in 2004.  

 

Throughout her career, Thomas has worked to plan, strategize, and implement service, education and 

research projects from design and implementation to dissemination and translation. Capacity building, 

health promotion, and collaboration building activities have been at the heart of her work in areas such as 

youth violence prevention, leadership development, obesity reduction, healthy food access and physical 

environments. She has been instrumental in numerous research and educational projects. 

 

Thomas holds a master’s degree in business administration from Temple University and a bachelor’s 

degree in business administration from Kutztown University. 
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