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Letter from the Chair: 
 
I want to thank everyone for an amazing and productive 
year! We had some very big events in 2024, and the 
Department of Medical Oncology has undergone 
tremendous changes and growth, which has 
reinvigorated the faculty, staff, and patients. On May 25th, 
2023, the written portion of our NCI Grant was submitted, 
then on August 24th, 2023, we had our site visit. There 
were a lot of hours and effort put into our submission, 
and on April 18th, 2024, it was announced that we had 
earned our NCI Comprehensive status. A great 
accomplishment and a tremendous Team effort.  Moreover, we moved into our new clinical space at 
the Honickman Center on May 20, 2024. Again, another huge undertaking that this department did 
together.  
  
We also had a few losses to our TJU Family with the passing of Dr. Edith Mitchell on January 21, 2024, 
and Dr. Michael Mastrangelo on December 6, 2024. Both losses will be felt for many years to come, and 
we all have fond memories of our amazing colleagues who have shaped many careers at Jefferson and 
beyond.     
  
The Department continues to work closely with Dr. Andrew Chapman, the Director of Sidney Kimmel 
Comprehensive Cancer Center (SKCCC) and Enterprise Vice President of Cancer Research and Oncology 
Services, Cancer Service Line Leadership under Dr. Maysa Abu-Khalaf, and other Jefferson Enterprise 
leadership to achieve the SKCC strategic plan and grow the department. We continue to streamline the 
department's administrative structure, created a New Division of Transplant and Cellular Therapy with 
Dr. Usama Gergis as the inaugural director; and continued our growth with the recruitment of 14 new 
faculty into Medical Oncology throughout the Enterprise over the past year. Dr. Hoda Badr from Baylor 
University will also be joining the faculty to fill the new dual role of Director of Population Science in 
the Department and the Associate Director of Population Science in the SKCCC. We have also welcomed 
the medical oncology faculty and staff from the Lehigh Valley Health Network (LVHN) and the Topper 
Cancer Center into the department.  Dr. Gergis and his team have worked closely with LVHN to further 
develop and lead their Transplant and Cellular Therapy program at LVHN. In just a short time, they were 
able to bring the first Cellular therapies to the Leigh Valley regions and continue to expand the 
Transplant Cellular therapy footprint in the Leigh Valley region, an incredible accomplishment, and we 
look forward to continued integration and collaboration on multiple levels with our colleagues at LHVN.    
 
To improve horizontal and vertical integration of Medical Oncology across the Enterprise, we continue 
to develop Clinical, Research, and Education, which supports an inclusive environment. A dedicated and 
talented administrative core, a dynamic, supportive oncology program, and a robust philanthropic and 
extramural funding base support these pillars. Under the leadership of Dr. Joanne Flicko-O’Hara, we 
will be having our first Enterprise-wide wide Educational\Research Symposium in the Fall of 2025 and 
then continue the symposiums on a bi-annual basis to ensure we are updated on the most current 
therapies and research studies, but also to enhance collaborations between all sites.  
  
The Department has continued growth in patient visits, increased the number of chemotherapy 
infusions, set an all-time high of BMT/CAR-T procedures, awarded 8 million dollars in total costs from 
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externally funded research, robust clinical trial accrual, and have continued to train the next generation 
of physicians. Critical to the success of the Department of Medical Oncology, the SKCCC, and Jefferson 
Enterprise is the continued growth of Medical Oncology at Jefferson Northeast, Jefferson New Jersey, 
Jefferson Abington Hospital, and Asplundh Cancer Center, and Jefferson Einstein. We have seen the 
number of faculty, patients, education opportunities, community outreach, and research opportunities 
grow at each location.  
  
This year-end report represents accomplishments and much more that we, as a department, have 
achieved over the past year. This could only be accomplished through the dedicated faculty and staff in 
the department and the support we have received from the College, Cancer Center, and Enterprise. 
Our momentum will continue in 2025, and we look forward to bringing Oncology care to a new level in 
the Honickman Center and other new facilities in the enterprise, continuing to grow the medical 
oncology faculty and staff to fill the clinical, research, and education mission and providing the cutting 
edge clinical care and research to patients we serve. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to lead the Department of Medical Oncology. I cannot wait to see what 
we can accomplish in 2025!   
  
Sincerely, 
 

  
 
Wm. Kevin Kelly, DO 
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In Memoriam 
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Department Overview 
 
The Department of Medical Oncology was formed in 2008 and has grown significantly in the past 17 
years to be one of the most diverse and integrative Departments in Jefferson Enterprise. It has the 
breadth and depth across the enterprise to provide high-quality oncologic care to a diverse population 
of patients; it provides cutting-edge research that brings national prominence to Jefferson and trains 
the next generation of clinicians and specialists in Medical Oncology. We continue to be a highly 
productive department and contribute to the overall academic mission of the SKCCC and the Institution.  
 

 
Dr. Wm. Kevin Kelly was appointed Chair to Medical Oncology in January of 2023 and has oversight of 
the all the Department’s faculty and functions and works closely with Dr. Andrew Chapman, the 
Director, Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center (SKCCC) and Enterprise Vice President of Cancer 
Research and Oncology Services to achieve the SKCC strategic plans. In addition, Dr. Kelly is supported 
by the Department of Medical Oncology Vice Chair, Dr. William Tester, the Department of Medical 
Oncology Administrator and Assistant Vice President of SKCCC Operations, Janene Palidora, the Chief 
of Oncology Cancer Services, Dr. Maysa Abu-Khalaf, and Alex Khariton, who serves as the Chief 
Operating Officer of the SKCCC.  
 
The Department has several service sites, including Jefferson Center City, Jefferson Northeast, Jefferson 
Bucks County, Jefferson Asplundh/Abington Cancer Center, Jefferson New Jersey (Cherry Hill and Sewell 
office locations), Jefferson-Einstein Philadelphia, and Jefferson-Einstein Montgomery. A Vice-Chair 
leads each of the sites outside of the Center City location in the Department of Medical Oncology, who 
has the clinical, research, and educational oversight of the location and works collaboratively with other 
sites. The Jefferson Center City campus is the main academic hub in the Department. It is divided into 
five divisions: the Division of Solid Tumor Oncology, the Division of Hematologic Malignancies, the 
Division of Bone Marrow Transplant (BMT) and Cellular Therapy, the Division of Population Science, 
and the Division of Supportive Oncology. It is unique that Population Science is embedded within 
Medical Oncology but provides significant research opportunities to the faculty and offers many 
collaborative opportunities. In addition, the Supportive Oncology Division oversees palliative care 
across the enterprise to all sites for all oncology patients. Still, this Division houses all the social services 
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for cancer patients for the Cancer Service line and has faculty that provide cancer rehabilitation services 
and psycho-oncology support.  
 
The Department has two Medical Oncology/Hematology fellowship programs associated with the 
Department; one is on the main academic campus in collaboration with the Division of Hematology in 
the Department of Medicine, and the other is associated with the Einstein Department of Medicine. 
While these are separate fellowship programs, there is significant collaboration and opportunities for 
fellows to have training at all Oncology sites in the Enterprise, giving the fellows the breadth and depth 
of hematology and oncology experience.  
 
The department strives to be a diverse and inclusive environment, encouraging representation and 
participation of people of different genders, races, ethnicities, religions, ages, sexual orientations, 
disabilities, and classes. The Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee helps promote this diverse and 
inclusive environment by reviewing departmental policies and procedures, ensuring a diverse pool of 
faculty candidates is vetted, and continually recommending how to improve the inclusiveness and 
belonging in the Department. The department has a Faculty Affairs Committee that promotes the best 
practices for mentoring and a work environment to facilitate faculty success at all career levels. This 
committee also promotes work/life balance for the faculty and monitors the status of faculty 
development, mentoring, diversity, and equity.   
 

 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Action - Across the enterprise, the Department of Medical Oncology is comprised of 57% 

female and 43% male gender ratio in addition to a diverse and balanced ethnic makeup.  

 
 
 
Faculty Overview 
 
The Department of Medical Oncology has 66 faculty members across the enterprise, with 22 professors, 
12 Associate Professors, 27 Assistant Professors, and 6 Instructors. The Department of Medical 
Oncology includes 30 Jefferson Community Physicians who do not hold faculty appointments.  



 
 

   
 

6 

 
Full faculty list with rank and track 
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Jefferson Community Physicians who do not hold faculty appointments 

 
 
Advanced Practice Clinicians (APC’s) at all sites – Includes Same Day Next Day (SDND) Care Team 
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Jefferson Health Department of Medical Oncology brings together a team of cancer experts from every 
specialty to provide our patients with truly holistic care for all types of cancer, from evaluation to 
treatment and recovery. As part of Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center (SKCCC), we're proud 
to offer nationally recognized cancer care right here in the Greater Philadelphia area and Southern New 
Jersey. In 2024, twenty-eight department faculty were recognized as Philadelphia Magazine’s “Top 
Doctors of 2024”, a prestigious honor and acknowledgement for the department’s faculty across the 
enterprise. 
 

 
 
Department of Medical Oncology Productivity 
 
Clinical Accomplishments 
*Einstein Philadelphia and Einstein Montgomery use a separate reporting system, and select data is not available. 
 
The Department of Medical Oncology had a very successful year across the enterprise in 2024. The 
Clinical Pillar of Operations successfully attained the following clinical achievements across all 
enterprise locations: adoption of unified chemotherapy consent form, development of “Same Day/Next 
Day” cancer care access, assessment of pain score and plan for every patient, standardized 
documentation of performance status and depression screening, standardized documentation of team-
based care, standardization of post discharge follow-up, consistent pregnancy assessment for all 
women of childbearing potential before starting chemotherapy, Oral chemotherapy teaching and 
assessments.  
 
Establishment of Same Day/Next Day Cancer Initiative 
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Jefferson’s Same Day/Next Day Cancer care offers newly diagnosed patients a telehealth appointment 
with an oncology clinician in 48 hours or less.  Our experienced clinicians are part of the cancer team 
and work closely with the doctors at the Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center 
 
Same Day/Next Day Cancer care can assist with referring physician with the following services: 

• Evaluation of suspicious findings and expedited care through our Diagnostic Oncology 
Program 

• Schedule additional testing based on National Comprehensive Cancer Network guidelines and 
instructions provided by the Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center disease-specific 
teams, with oversight and care review by an oncologist 

• Provide emotional support and facilitate transition of care, including an appointment with an 
oncologist 

• Identify the need for additional services such as genetics, social work, etc. 
• Expedite physician appointments if clinical findings dictate the need for more urgent 

evaluation 
• Ensure proper specialist appointments are arranged 

 
 

   
Jefferson’s Same Day/Next Day Cancer care offers newly diagnosed patients a telehealth appointment with an oncology clinician in 48 hours 
or less.  Our experienced clinicians are part of the cancer team and work closely with the doctors at the Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer 
Center 

 
CAR T and BMT Program 
Usama Gergis, MD., MBA 
Division Director, Transplant and Cellular Therapy / Bone Marrow Transplant Division 
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The Transplant and Cellular Therapy program is led by Usama Gergis, MD, MBA, with support from Mike 
Dugan, MBA.  In 2024, the team initiated integration with the Transplant and Cellular Therapy (TCT) 
Program at Lehigh Valley Health Network, and Dr. Gergis was named Medical Director of both 
programs. The BMT unit had a successful year in 2024, increasing CAR-T procedures by 30% over the 
prior year. The program performed the first cross-departmental procedure with the Melanoma 
Program - a Tumor Infiltrating Lymphocyte (TIL) procedure. The Landmark Survivorship Program was 
established for our transplant and cellular therapy alumni. Additionally, the BMT team is accruing for 
10 clinical trials, including a non-cancer trial for Stiff Person Syndrome.   
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Research Accomplishments 
 
Grants 
The Department of Medical Oncology has steadily increased externally funded research expenditures 
year over year for the past ten fiscal years.  
 

 
 
Publications 
 
Medical Oncology faculty members authored 155 publications from January 1, 2024, to December 31, 
2024. In the past year, 26 publications were intra-departmental collaborations. On average, our faculty 
publications had an impact factor of 14, with 22 publications having an impact factor greater than 10. 
For a full list of publications, see Appendix A. 
 
Over the past three years, our department has published 518 publications, with 134 publications 
being intra-departmental collaborations. Over three years, our publications had an impact factor of 
11.59, with 23% having an impact factor greater than 10.  
 
There were 155 publications authored by Medical Oncology Faculty Members from 1/1/24 to 12/31/24. 
26 publications (16.77%) were intra-departmental collaborations.  
 
Omitting Journals with an undefined Journal Impact Factor. 22 publications (14.57%) had a Journal 
Impact Factor ≥ 10 (†). 26 publications (17.22%) had a Journal Impact Factor ≥ 9 († or ‡). 51 publications 
(33.77%) had a Journal Impact Factor ≥ 5 († or ‡ or #). Average Journal Impact Factor [1050.3/151]:6.96. 
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Education Accomplishments 
 
Education Accomplishments 
Joanne E. Filicko-O’Hara, MD 
Educational Pillar Lead 
Associate Program Director, Hematology/ Medical Oncology Fellowship Program, TJUH 
 
The Department of Medical Oncology has active medical education programs in Undergraduate Medical 
Education (UME), Graduate Medical Education (GME), and Continuing Medical Education (CME). A 
commitment to outstanding education that includes clinical “at the bedside” teaching, didactic 
conference-based learning, and research education.   
 
UME includes (1) Phase I learning under the direction of Dr. Marlana Orloff and includes a focus on 
“Blood and Host Defense”; (2) Phase 2 learning in clinical clerkships with multiple faculty members 
covering the four Blue Medicine services throughout the year; (3) Phase 3 learning including sub 
internships on the Blue Medicine Services, as well as electives in solid tumor inpatient consults, 
outpatient electives in solid tumor and hematologic malignancies, and bone marrow transplant and 
cellular therapy.  
 
Medical students also have opportunities to do clinical research with our faculty members, from 
learning how to submit IRB paperwork to submitting manuscripts for publication.  

 
The department’s GME effort includes the ACGME-
accredited Fellowship in Hematology and Medical 
Oncology. The fellowship is a joint effort with the 
Division of Hematology in the Department of 
Medicine. It is approved for up to 24 fellows, usually 
having 6-7 fellows per year.  Most fellows pursue 
training in both hematology and medical oncology. 
Fellows do 18-24 months of clinical time, with the 
second half of the fellowship tailored towards career 
goals, including more clinical time and basic or clinical 
research. All fellows are required to do “scholarly 

work” and are mentored by faculty to produce presentations, clinical research protocols, and 
manuscripts.   In the last five years, 36% of fellows have gone on to academic careers, 23% have gone 
into general practice, 32% have chosen a hybrid between academic and general practice, and 6% have 
gone into the pharmaceutical industry.  23% have stayed within the Jefferson Health System.  
 
The Hematology and Medical Oncology Fellowship program at Einstein Medical Center Philadelphia 
proudly accepted its first fellow in the 2014–2015 academic year. The fellowship program is a three-
year ACGME-accredited, clinically oriented program that accepts two fellows annually.  Jefferson 
Einstein Hospital and Jefferson Einstein Montgomery Hospital have extremely busy inpatient and 
outpatient services, allowing broad exposure to various diseases and diverse patient populations, 
ensuring a well-rounded learning experience. Our program has a board passing rate of 100% on the first 
attempt for Hematology and Medical Oncology. Fellows who graduated from our program have joined 
renowned academic institutions or large private practices. 
 



 
 

   
 

13 

 
 
The GME effort also includes mentorship of internal medicine residents. Similar to UME, this includes 
clinical teaching on the Blue Medicine services, consult services, and in the Bone Marrow Transplant 
Unit.  It includes both inpatient and outpatient experiences.  Faculty provide didactic conferences and 
mentorship for clinical research projects.   
 
CME is intertwined with the efforts of the Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center and includes multiple recurring 
conferences throughout the year.  These include tumor boards, research conferences, and symposia on 
various cancer-related topics.     
 

The Department of Medical Oncology faculty includes 
physicians at multiple enterprise sites.  While the main 
efforts for UME and GME are based at the Center City 
campus, the faculty at the other sites are also heavily 
involved in education at all levels. There are medical 
students from the SKMC who rotate at the other sites and 
students from other local medical schools who rotate with 
our faculty (e.g., Cooper Medical School – Rowan University 
at Jefferson, New Jersey offices).   There are internal 
medicine and family medicine residencies at Abington-
Jefferson, Jefferson Northeast, Jefferson–Einstein, and 
Jefferson New Jersey.   These residents will manage 
inpatients with our faculty and have the opportunity to do 
outpatient electives.   The CME effort includes programs at 
the other sites, including Jefferson Northeast – SKCC 
Oncology Grand Rounds.  
 

On Friday, September 14, the Department of Medical Oncology Education Pillar held a “Junior Faculty 
Mentoring Program”, led by Dr. Said Ibrahim, MD, MBA, MPH, Dean of The Sidney Kimmel Medical 
College (SKMC) and President of Jefferson University Physicians (JUP). The mentoring session was held 
in Bluemle from 3-5 pm with a happy hour that followed. Attendees included junior faculty, including 
SKMC junior faculty, and also those from around the enterprise, Advanced Practice Clinicians (APCs).  
The mentoring program included a presentation/ discussion, and then breakout groups where 
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department clinicians meet with a more senior faculty member.  Dean Ibrahim discussed the following 
items with attendees; Vision for the next 5-10 years at Sidney Kimmel Medical College (SKMC), previous 
experiences from other institutions that shape Dean Ibrahim’s vision for Jefferson and the SKMC, how 
to find a mentor and why mentors are so important in the career of a clinician, and the best/worst 
advice given to Dean Ibrahim by a mentor.  
 
 

 
Graduates of the Jefferson Fellowship program and the institution they joined after graduation 
 
Class of 2020  

Kim Aderhold, DO  Hematology Oncology - Tower Health Medical Group, 
Reading, PA  

Dan Altman, MD  Abramson Cancer Center - Chester County Hospital, 
West Chester, PA  

William Johnson, DO  MSKCC, New York, NY  

Gina Keiffer, MD  SKCC - Jefferson –Leukemia Program- CC & NJ, 
Philadelphia, PA  

Amanda McBride, MD, PhD  Research Year  Incyte Corporation - Wilmington, 
DE  

Maria Vershvovsky, MD  Abramson Cancer Center - Chester County Hospital, 
West Chester, PA  

Class of 2021  

Sushil Ghimire, MD  MD Anderson Cancer Center at Cooper, Camden NJ  
Kevin Hou, MD  Abington Jefferson, Abington, PA  
Teresa Lee, MD, PhD  Fox Chase Cancer Center, Philadelphia, PA  
Jonathan Pan, MD  MD Anderson Cancer Center at Cooper, Camden NJ  
Sabarina Ramanathan, MD  Texas Oncology- Sugarland, Sugar Land, TX  
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Kelsey Sokol, MD  Bennett Cancer Center, Stamford CT  
Class of 2022  

Xia Bi, MD  SKCC-Jefferson – Transplant & Cellular Therapy, 
Philadelphia, PA  

Victor Bilan, MD  Hematology & Oncology Assoc - UPMC Hillman 
Cancer Center, Pittsburgh, PA  

Ranju Kunwor, MD  St Louis University, BMT & Cellular Therapies 
Program, St Louis, MI  

Ida Micaily, MD  SKCC Jefferson – Thoracic Oncology Program, 
Philadelphia, PA  

Zachary Quinn, MD  Abramson Cancer Center - Chester County Hospital, 
West Chester, PA  

Christopher Terry, MD  Sturdy Memorial Associates in Attleboro, MA  
Class of 2023  
Molly Halloran, MD  Incyte Corporation - Wilmington, DE  

Sarah Houtmann, MD  Abramson Cancer Center - Chester County Hospital, 
West Chester, PA  

Yasir Khan, MD  Southern Oncology- Hematology Associates, 
Vineland NJ  

Daniel Lefler, MD  Abramson Cancer Center, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA  

Colin Thomas, MD  Abramson Cancer Center, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA  

Class of 2024 
Monica Adedeji, MD Planning academic classical hematology – taking time 

off 
Aditya Eturi McGlinn Cancer Institute, Reading, PA 
Zachary French SKCC – Jefferson – Cherry Hill & Sewell, NJ 
Andrew Iskandar SKCC – Jefferson – Cherry Hill & Sewell, NJ 
Chetan Jeurkar SKCC- Jefferson – Leukemia Program, Philadelphia PA 
Aditya Kulkarni, MD Cooperman Barnabas Medical Center - Robert Wood 

Johnson Barnabas Health System, Livingston, NJ 
Shaik Abdul Samad Rashid Frank M and Dorothea Henry Cancer Center at the 

Geisinger Wyoming Valley Campus, Wilkes-Barre, PA 
 
In summary, the faculty of the Department of Medical Oncology provides a broad spectrum of 
educational experiences that are both clinical and non-clinical, experiential, and didactic, practical, and 
research-based, and encompass UME, GME, and CME. 
 
Philanthropy and Community Engagement 
 

Endowments 
The Department of Medical Oncology has steadily increased endowments year over year for the past 
three years.  
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Philanthropic Effort 
Across the enterprise, the Department of Medical Oncology has brought in an average of $2,759,960 
each year in philanthropic funds to help support academic and research initiatives. This would not have 
been possible without our colleagues in the Office of Institutional Advancements (OIA). With the 
partnership of OIA, the Department of Medical Oncology hosted several events throughout the 
department and community in 2024. Notable philanthropic departmental and community events 
include but were not limited to; the Cancer Legacy in Action Projects (CLAP) Foundation, SKCCC and 
Deits & Watson Community Outreach Unit ribbon cutting ceremony, Mobile Screening (Deitz & Watson) 
funded SKCCC Innovation Fund and second “mobile screening” vehicle, SKCCC Torresdale Food Pantry 
ribbon cutting ceremony on March 25th,  19th Annual Pancreatic Symposium on November 9th, Breast 
Cancer Symposium on November 15th, Paige S. Tibbets Legacy Wine Event on November 16th,  and 7th 
Annual Paige Tibbets Legacy Fund, Barbara A. Colameo (BAC) Transportation Fund Casino Night on 
November 22nd.  
 
Department of Medical Oncology Mission Moments of Philanthropic Effort 
 

 
Seventh Annual Paige Tibbets Legacy Fund Event - $226,536 in 2024 and $1,000,000+ raised for young adult cancer patients 
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Check 
Presentation with Cancer Legacy in Action Projects (CLAP Foundation): $25,000 gift for patient support 

 

Division and Vice Chairs Overview 
 
Division of Medical Oncology – Center City 
Division of Solid Tumor Oncology 
Atrayee Basu Mallick, MD 
Division Director, Solid Tumor Division 
 

The solid tumor division is comprised of 
18 faculty members dedicated to 
academic research, clinical trials, and 
disease-specific clinical care. They 
provide outpatient and inpatient 
services for various types of solid 
tumors, including those affecting the 
gastrointestinal, genitourinary, head 
and neck, thoracic, skin (including 
melanoma), soft tissue, bone, 
gynecological, and breast areas. This 
division is organized into teams, each 
specializing in a subspecialty of solid 
tumors. Each team has a leader who 

focuses on collaborating with 
basic/translational scientists and developing a clinical trial portfolio. The teams also work closely with 
advanced care hubs throughout the enterprise in medical oncology. The faculty members collaborate 

A portrait unveiling ceremony of Dr. Takami Sato, the Director of Metastatic 
Uveal Melanoma Program. This portrait marks Jefferson’s first portrait 
honoring an Asian American. 
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with medical oncology from advanced care hubs, offering direct guidance and support for complicated 
and rare cases. 
 
Clinical 
The focal point of all activities is the provision of state-of-the-art clinical care. The service is structured 
in a disease-specific care team model. Besides regular medical oncology clinics, clinical care is also 
extended by implementing Multidisciplinary Clinics (MDC) in all subspecialties. In these clinics, patients 
can meet with medical oncologists, surgeons, and radiation oncologists in the same setting. This setup 
aims to streamline real-time multidisciplinary care, particularly in complex cases, and offers the 
convenience of a single visit to consult with multiple providers, with 19,482 outpatient visits being 
completed by the solid tumor faculty in 2024.  
 
Research 
The solid tumor faculty actively engages in a spectrum of clinical trials, encompassing investigator-
initiated, cooperative group, and industry-sponsored trials spanning from Phase 1 to Phase III. Our 
Phase 1 trial program is distinguished nationally, with over 45 active trials at any time, including first-
in-human trials in solid tumors. This has positioned us as a referral center for the tristate area. Beyond 
clinical research, faculty members are involved in basic and translational research. The division boasts 
over 13 active grants, including ROI and DOD (Department of Defense).  
 
In the calendar year 2024, the division achieved a notable scholarly output, with 81 publications and 40 
presentations at both locoregional and national levels. 

Education 
The faculty actively educates medical students, residents, and hematology and oncology fellows. This 
involvement encompasses outpatient and inpatient clinical settings, and they also deliver didactic 
lectures on a scheduled basis. 
 
Community Outreach 
In the previous year, the faculty has led in initiating and chairing over 15 symposiums, cancer walks, 
screening events, and talks within the SKCC catchment area. These events cover a range of topics 
related to specific cancers, diversity, inclusion, and community engagement. 
 

Grateful Patient Spotlight: Alexander and Johnston Family 

       
“People Should give because it feels good to give. We feel so good about our philanthropic endeavor with  Jefferson” - John and Elaine 
Alexander.  
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Division of Hematologic Malignancies and Cellular Therapy- Center City 
Pierluigi Porcu, MD 
Division Director, Hematologic Malignancies Division 
 
The Division of Hematologic Malignancies (HM) 
and Cellular Therapy is the Department’s main 
home for academic research activities and 
advanced disease-focused clinical care in blood 
cancers. The Division provides high-acuity 
inpatient care at TJUH for aggressive and 
complex blood cancer patients. With the 
recruitment of the new Division Director in late 
2016, the Division was reorganized and grew 
from 10 to 17 faculty, including 2 PhDs. This 
reorganization effort transformed the Division, 
culturally and operationally, building a more 
distinct research identity, raising its academic 
stature, locally and nationally, and bringing new 
funding (from federal agencies, foundations, 
and industry) and philanthropic gifts. The 
Division promotes a culture of service, academic 
excellence, mentoring, respect, and inclusion for 
faculty and fellows and all nursing and administrative staff. In 2022 and 2023, the Division faced some 
clinical challenges due to the retirement of four senior clinical faculty and the departure of two clinical 
faculty. However, in 2024, the Division successfully recruited three new junior faculty members, 
addressing the clinical need gap in the Leukemia and Myeloma Sections. In addition, a new junior faculty 
recruit for the BMT program has signed up and will join the Division in 2025. Recruitment efforts, 
therefore, have been very successful in the past year. 
  
Division Milestones Since Last Year’s Report 
 
Clinical Service 
 Recruitment of three junior clinical faculty 
 Expansion and growth of the Transplant and Cellular Therapy Program to the LVHN 
 Inclusion of the LVHN Oncology group in the Heme Malignancies Tumor Board 
 Growth of the international Hereditary Heme Malignancy Tumor Board (Dr. Keiffer) 

  
Research/Academic 
 
 Dr. Kasner appointed Associate Director for Clinical Research, SKCCC 
 Dr. Kasner, co-chair of the ABIM Longitudinal Knowledge Assessment Approval Committee 
 Dr. Kasner key faculty mentor for R25 entitled AACI-CRI Clinical Trial Concept Workshop. 
 Dr. Kasner appointed co-Chair of the ASH CME accreditation committee  
 Dr. Martinez Outschoorn named Chair of the Cancer Biology Study Section of the NCI 
 Dr. Wysota (new faculty) joined the HIV and Cancer Working Group 

Pictured left to right: Drs. Adam Binder, Marlana Orloff, Pierluigi Porcu, and 
Russel Schilder at the SKMC Faculty Awards ceremony. Dr. Pierluigi Porcu won 
the SKMC Career Research Award and Dr. Adam Binder won the Education 
Award 



 
 

   
 

20 

 NCI R01 (Dr. Mishra) 
 ONO Sponsored Research Contract (Dr. Mishra) 
 Robert Winn CDA (Dr. Bi) 
 2024 Incyte Ingenuity Award in GVHD (Dr. Bi) 
 SKCC Barnett Memorial Award for Early Career Clinical Investigators (Dr. Bi) 
 Multiple publications and Career Development Awards submitted 
 Dr. Gergis promoted to Division Director 
 SKCCC Pilot Award on HIV and Cancer (Dr. Porcu) 
 COE Office Pilot Award on HTLV-1 (Dr. Porcu) 
 Division faculty invited to give talks at conferences at the national and international level. 

  
Education and Mentoring 
 
 Dr. Wilde assumed leadership of the Fellowship Program, appointed new Associate Directors 
 Hematologic Malignancies Lecture Series Plan revised 
 Trainees’ accomplishments (Dr. Ratkowitz: ASH Quality Improvement Institute) 
 High number of TJU house staff applying for the Fellowship program 

 
Community Outreach and Engagement 
 
 Division faculty members of the IRT program were at the forefront of extremely productive COE 

efforts over the past 12 months.  
 These efforts were recognized at the SKCCC retreat, with a COE award to the IRT Program. 

  
Future Plans 
 
The Division is planning further growth over the next year, within the budgetary limits available, 
remaining focused on the strategic goals set by the Director. The Division successfully replaced lost 
faculty positions in HM in 2024 and recently signed up a new faculty member in SCT/CART in the center 
city that will start in July 2025. This will support the expansion of the TCT program to include the Lehigh 
Valley. The Division remains focused on the recruitment of senior faculty for the Myeloma Section and 
Lymphoma Section lead roles. Finally, the Division will continue to expand collaborative research in 
blood cancer through the BCCE. 
 
Division of Supportive Oncology 
Brooke Worster, MD 
Division Director, Supportive Oncology 
 
Division of Supportive Oncology 2024  
 
Supportive Oncology describes an inter-professional team focused on supporting the whole person and 
their caregivers regarding the various effects of cancer, including physical, emotional, functional, and 
spiritual. This care is delivered from diagnosis through survivorship, living with long-term disease and 
end-of-life. Our division includes pain and symptom management, palliative medicine, supportive 
counseling, nutritional guidance, cancer rehabilitation, addressing financial toxicity associated with 
medical care, patient support and education, advanced care planning, and assistance with complex 
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medical decision-making. All these elements are critical to a successful patient outcome and core to 
SKCC's focus on patient-centered cancer care - treating the whole person. The inter-professional 
division includes physicians, nurse practitioners, psychiatrists, licensed clinical social workers, nurses, 
financial advocates, nutritionists, and a large research team that collaborates with population health, 
family medicine, and emergency medicine as well as the Center for Connected Care. Within the Division 
are training programs for all disciplines.  
 
The Division of Supportive Oncology assists thousands of cancer patients, caregivers, and families yearly 
at the Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center (SKCC). In FY24, over 10,000 unique patients relied on supportive 
services offered during the course of cancer treatment and survivorship.  
 
Supportive Oncology 2024 Highlights: 
 
Transitioned from Distress Screening to Health-Related Social Needs Screening. This has enabled our 
teams to better understand and address challenges that can be barriers to care and functioning. 
Successful transition to The Honickman Center, inclusive of The Cancer Support and Welcome Center. 
In the coming months, we will open The Image Recovery Center to assist patients with wig and 
prosthesis fittings, head shaving, scarves, and head coverings, as well as various other services over 
time.  
 
Our partnership with Independence Blue Cross (IBC) using home visits for our most vulnerable patients 
has made over 300 multi-disciplinary home visits and actively follows over 100 patients. We have also 
collaborated with Population Health to explore other value-based reimbursement opportunities. We 
added a full-time palliative care physician and RN to Asplundh. Their clinic is reaching capacity within 
one year of opening. We are planning to add an Advanced Practice Clinician (APC) and a MSW in the 
coming year. We welcomed our first full-time psychiatrist to our team. Her work is focused on creating 
timely access to psychiatric care during treatment for our patients.  
 
Oncology Social Workers have seen nearly 3 times as many patients as the prior year and continue to 
provide billable counseling services to interested patients. 
 
The Cancer Support and Welcome Center has offered close to 100 patient programs and has doubled 
drop-in volume since moving to The Honickman Center. Additionally, a new, patient-centric program 
registration portal will launch at the beginning of 2025 to simplify program registration. This was the 
culmination of a 2-year effort to develop such a platform, which was entirely externally funded. 
Oncology Nutrition doubled its patient reach over the past year and added another Dietitian in Center 
City and New Jersey. They have seen over 2,200 patients with over 10,300 outreaches. Additionally, 
they provide classes through the Welcome Center, including a 6-week cooking class for cancer survivors 
in conjunction with The Vetri Cooking Kitchen. 
 
In collaboration with the Office of Institutional Advancement, we have raised over $320,000 in 
philanthropy to support various patient and caregiver needs. Additionally, we have received over 
$100,000 from the American Cancer Society to support transportation and lodging. 
 
Financial Advocacy has enabled $8.1 million to be recaptured through free drug and drug replacement 
programs, at $956,000, posted directly to patients’ accounts. They assisted over 4,507 patients.  
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The Division has been engaged with SKCCC leadership and created a 5-year business plan to expand 
Supportive Oncology across the Enterprise. Asplundh was successfully rolled out, and Torresdale will 
be starting in the first quarter of 2025. Conversations are ongoing with Jefferson, New Jersey, and 
Einstein. 
 
An innovative partnership with Independence Blue Cross (IBC), which began on August 1, 2023, is 
ongoing and will leverage the Supportive Oncology team to offer supportive services in the home. The 
pilot aims to demonstrate the impact that Supportive Oncology services have on patient outcomes and 
cost of care, and utilization. Historically, many of these clinical offerings are non-reimbursable under 
fee-for-service billing. IBC is engaged with Jefferson Population Health and is contracting to discuss 
future bundled payments to reimburse for these services.  
 

Additionally, we have a successful research 
team that collaborates on federal and 
foundation grants with the Division of 
Population Health within SKCC, the 
Department of Family and Community 
Medicine, and the Department of Emergency 
Medicine, as well as the Center for Connected 
Care. Outside collaborators on two of Dr. 
Worster’s grants from 2023 (U01, R01) are: 
The University of Pennsylvania, State 
University of New York at Buffalo, and Oregon 
Health and Sciences University. The 
Supportive Oncology team has had numerous 
publications and conference presentations 
over the past year, with several papers in the 
press currently.  
Attended Barbara A. Colameco Cancer Transportation 
Fund Casino Night 

 
Our priority for the coming year will be expanding Supportive Oncology Services per the business plan 
and continuing to explore value-based contracting opportunities with Jefferson Health Plan and other 
payors. 
 
Our program continues to be the most robust of its kind in the region and has impacted tens of 
thousands of patients and their caregivers since its inception. 
 
Division of Population Science  
Introduction and Overview 
 
The Division of Population Science within the Department of Medical Oncology at Thomas Jefferson 
University continues to serve as a hub for interdisciplinary, community-engaged cancer research. 
Established in 2008, our division’s overarching mission is to improve cancer prevention, early detection, 
treatment outcomes, and patient-centered care, while striving to eliminate disparities and advance 
health equity. We achieve these goals through a diverse portfolio of research themes and strategies, 
encompassing biomarker discovery, precision oncology, behavioral intervention development, digital 
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health, and the implementation of evidence-based cancer prevention and control measures in clinical 
and community settings. 
 
By fostering research partnerships within the Division, the Department, the Sidney Kimmel 
Comprehensive Cancer Center (SKCCC), and the broader health system, we accelerate the translation 
of scientific findings into actionable solutions. Our work is driven by a commitment to developing 
culturally and contextually appropriate interventions, improving health communication, and refining 
decision-making processes along the cancer care continuum—from prevention and screening to 
survivorship. The Division’s influence extends beyond traditional academic boundaries, engaging 
community organizations and stakeholders to ensure that discoveries lead to meaningful 
improvements in population health. 
 

 
 
Division Faculty and Research Interests 
 
Our faculty members embody a wide range of expertise, unified by a shared commitment to advancing 
cancer prevention and control: 
 

• Andrew E. Chapman, DO, FACP, Professor: Models of care delivery in geriatric oncology. 
• Ana Maria Lopez, MD, MPH, MACP, FRCP, Professor: Telehealth, health equity, and outreach. 
• Hee-Soon Juon, MSN, PhD, Professor: Minority mental health, suicidal behavior, substance 

use, and criminal behavior. Cancer control in Asian Americans, including prevention and early 
detection for breast, cervical, and liver cancers, lung cancer screening, behavioral interventions, 
and health disparities. 
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• Amy Leader, PhD, MPH, Associate Professor: Health communication, messaging, and social 
media interventions. HPV vaccination/vaccine hesitancy. Community engagement, peer 
navigation, qualitative methods, and theory-based behavioral interventions. 

• Grace Lu-Yao, PhD, Professor: Cancer epidemiology, geriatric oncology, and translational 
outcomes research related to prostate cancer and immunotherapy-treated cancers. 

• Ronald E. Myers, DSW, PhD, FSBM, Professor: Patient adherence to cancer screening and 
follow-up, multi-cancer early detection, shared decision-making in screening and treatment, 
clinical trial participation, and implementation science. 

• Nikita Nikita, MD, MPH, Research Instructor: Health outcomes of novel cancer therapy in older 
adults, geriatric oncology, prostate cancer, and host factors affecting immune checkpoint 
inhibitor responses. 

• Munjireen Sifat, PhD, Assistant Professor: Culturally appropriate interventions to address 
health equity in cancer prevention and control (e.g., tobacco cessation, cancer screening), 
mHealth solutions, and community-based research. 

• Kuang-Yi Wen, PhD, Associate Professor: Digital health promotion, improving cancer 
prevention and control, treatment management, lifestyle behaviors, and smoking cessation 
among underserved and marginalized communities. 

• Chun Wang, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor: Identifying predictive, prognostic, and race-specific 
biomarkers, and constructing models for early detection and treatment outcomes in solid 
tumors. 

• Hushan Yang, PhD, Professor: Genomic biomarker identification using liquid biopsies (CTCs, 
ctDNAs), precision medicine, and understanding molecular/genomic contributors to racial 
health disparities. 
 

Multi-level Implementation Science Studies in Lung Cancer Screening: 
 
A cornerstone of our current work is a five-year NCI-funded R01 led by Dr. Ronald E. Myers. This multi-
institutional, multi-level implementation science trial (2022–2028) tests the effects of provider support 
and patient outreach interventions on lung cancer screening rates across 28 practices in southeastern 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey. A recently completed Pennsylvania Department of Health 
CURE Award subcontract and a collaborative pilot study with Drexel University have further evaluated 
shared decision-making interventions and the challenges of implementing lung cancer screening in 
primary care. These efforts have resulted in numerous conference presentations, manuscripts in 
progress, and a new R01 application submitted to NCI focused on increasing lung cancer screening 
among Black/African American communities. Additionally, we have trained genetic counseling graduate 
students at Jefferson in shared decision-making principles, thereby cultivating a new generation of 
experts in cancer prevention and control. 
 
Expanding Research and Community Engagement: 
 
In 2024, our grant portfolio expanded with notable achievements. Dr. Sifat published three first-author 
papers and co-authored 13 additional manuscripts, presenting at top-tier conferences such as SRNT, 
SBM, and CCCIF. Supported by a $50,000 ACS IRG grant, our team is investigating smoking cessation 
interventions for formerly unhoused populations and nearing completion of another ACS project that 
analyzes social determinants of health in cancer patients. In partnership with Mi Salud and Dr. Brandy-
Joe Milliron at Drexel, we are implementing a medical nutrition program for the Hispanic community, 
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funded by a Genentech Community Science Day Pilot Fund Project. Through this and other initiatives, 
we continue to foster meaningful relationships with community-based organizations and enhance our 
focus on health equity. 
 

 
 
Advancing Biomarker Research and Precision Oncology: 
 
The Yang lab initiatives also progressed significantly. This year, Dr. Yang, in collaboration with Dr. Chun, 
improved the detection sensitivity of our circulating tumor cell (CTC) enumeration pipeline. Working 
closely with Drs. Kelly and Zarrabi, we are exploring CTC-based precision medicine approaches for 
metastatic prostate cancer and, in collaboration with Dr. Joseph Curry in Head and Neck Surgery, 
generating preliminary data to support the use of saliva-derived CTCs as a high-performance, non-
invasive biomarker for the early detection of head and neck squamous cell carcinoma (HNSCC). These 
findings will support future R01 submissions and accelerate the integration of precision diagnostics into 
routine clinical practice. 
 
Advancing Data Science Research: 
 
In recent years, Drs. Lu-Yao and Nikita’s research portfolio has grown through the successful launch and 
continuation of multiple funded projects aimed at improving cancer outcomes and promoting health 
equity using data science approaches. Notably, our Department of Defense (DOD) study is guiding more 
individualized treatments to reduce disparities and enhance patient well-being for prostate cancer. 
Through this proposal, we collaborated with Dr. Chris Yang at Drexel and the Veterans Affairs team at 
Cedar Sinai. Through the SKCC Consortium Multi-PI Collaborative Grant Program, we evaluate how co-
medications and co-morbidities shape immunotherapy results in lung cancer patients. Additionally, our 
PA Cure Grant-backed efforts focus on identifying and alleviating barriers to cutting-edge therapies 
among underserved populations. Collectively, these initiatives have led to six published papers, 
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strengthening the evidence base and advancing the adoption of targeted, culturally sensitive 
interventions. 
 
Center City Hospitalist 
Suchit Bhutani, MD 
Section Lead, Inpatient Hospitalists 
 
The Section of Oncology Hospitalist comprises 2 major groups, one being Solid Oncology Hospitalist and 
the other BMT Hospitalist. Both groups serve as a primary service for patients admitted to Center City, 
TJUH. There are 8 faculty members, and they have developed a niche in this subspecialty of internal 
medicine (hospitalist) section.  
 
Solid Oncology Hospitalist service (known as Resident Blue 3 and Blue 4) has served as a role model for 
the subspecialty service line within the department, with plans to expand such primary service to other 
satellite locations. IM residents and SKMC students have had a robust learning experience on this 
service. Some of the high-yield topics that learners get exposed to are, to name a few, febrile 
neutropenia, chemotherapy side effects, bloodstream infections, cancer-related pain, malignant cord 
compression, and sometimes even end-of-life care with hospice transitions. Hospitalists work closely 
with oncologists in developing a care plan for the patient and make sure transitions of care are effective 
and safe.  
 
BMT hospitalist is a co-managed service with the BMT Oncologist and is a well-orchestrated service line 
with co-management from nurses, pharmacy, coordinators, and case management. BMT line 
consistently has reported year after year high patient satisfaction scores.  
 
Some of the highlights of the service line: 

 
- Structure: One of the oldest TJUH services to maintain In-person multidisciplinary rounds to 

date, with participation from Oncology nurse managers, charge nurses, case managers, physical 
therapists, and pharmacists every weekday. 
 

- Hospital Metrics: Oncology hospitalists have consistently met target metrics set by the Hospital 
Medicine Council, like utilization of discharge milestones, use of event reporting, and 
documentation initiatives, to name a few 
 

- Educational Role and Contributions:  
o Dr. Suchit Bhutani and Dr. Evan Nardone serve as core faculty for the Internal Medicine 

Residency Program at TJUH.  
o Dr. Suchit Bhutani and Dr. Evan Nardone serve as leaders for CSSG (Clinical Skills Small 

Group) for SKMC medical students 
o Dr. Evan Nardone serves as Director of Health System Science Curriculum for IM 

residency 
o Dr. Evan Nardone will serve as a faculty lead for the 4th Health Equity and QI summit, 

May 2025, hosted by the Department of Medicine 
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- Awards: Dr. Evan Nardone received numerous teaching awards from house staff last year, 
including teaching attending of the year and Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award 
through Gold Humanism Honor Society. 

 
Medical Oncology Advanced Care Hubs 
 
Jefferson Northeast 
Marcia S. Brose, PhD, MD, FASCO 
Vice Chair, Department of Medical Oncology, Jefferson Northeast 
Regional Chief of Cancer Services, Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Health System Leader for Community Cancer Research, Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Chair of Hematology/Oncology, Jefferson Torresdale Hospital 
 
As we complete our 4th year, SKCCC at Jefferson Northeast (JNE) has continued to grow to serve the 
communities at three hospitals, Jefferson Frankford Hospital to our south, Jefferson Torresdale Hospital 
to the north, and Jefferson Bucks Hospital in Bucks County. These three hospitals and the cancer 
patients we serve cover a large region and provide vital oncology and hematology care to a growing 
patient population. This year, we added four additional faculty members to meet the growing patient 
volumes. Our staff now boasts 11 physicians and 6 Advanced Practice Clinicians (APCs) who provide an 
average of 1200 infusion visits per month. With one of our new doctors, we have increased our 
inpatient palliative care service to include two MDs and one APC. New this year, we opened an 
outpatient service in Bucks County to support our patients farther north, and we hope to move that 
practice to our new practice location in 2025.  
 
We have also seen growth in our support staff for our practice, which includes a part-time nutritionist, 
lay navigator, nurse navigators, and clinical nurses. Patients with additional needs can also be supported 
by our financial counselor and two full-time social workers. In the hospital, we have also added to our 
palliative care team, which is shared in the hospital with other departments, that can provide additional 
end-of-life care. Advanced capabilities at the SKCCC include Cyberknife, interventional radiology, and 
interventional pulmonology, which all work very closely with our team. We have continued to have 
close relationships with related specialties, including urology and Head and neck Surgery in addition to 
other internal medicine subspecialties (e.g., pulmonary, GI). Our Medical, radiation, and surgical 
oncologists provide inpatient consults and treatment services to patients at Jefferson Frankford, 
Jefferson Bucks, and Jefferson Torresdale hospitals, with integration with the outpatient program, 
allowing for ease of follow-up for our patients. 
 
Jefferson Northeast also has a fully staffed clinical trial program with 4 full-time staff members now on 
site. Over the past year, we enrolled 5 patients in clinical trials at Jefferson Torresdale Hospital and 
enabled the successful referral of 5 additional patients to trials in Center City. For the first time this 
year, we had physicians attending all 12 enterprise-wide SKCCC multidisciplinary group meetings. This 
increased engagement has led to 12 newly opened clinical trials, with five additional trials in the 
pipeline, which will allow more patients to participate in clinical trials in our community. 
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Our site is also very involved with education. We currently supervise medical students (several a month) 
from local programs such as the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine and the Lake Erie College 
of Osteopathic Medicine, and medical students from farther away who choose our site for elective time. 
We continue to teach required rotations for 120 Emergency Department, Internal Medicine, and Family 
Medicine residents at Jefferson Northeast Hospitals, who learn about cancer in the outpatient setting. 
 
The last major pillar of our program is community engagement. In February, we cut the ribbon for our 
newly established food pantry, which provides food for our patients with food insecurity. We hosted 
our two most successful community screening events, which now exceed 200 cancer screenings offered 
in one day, and added two additional screening events, one specifically for lung cancer, and one that 
supported two of the unions (Firefighters and steamfitters unions) in our community after hours when 
the members were off work.  The great response to these events demonstrates a continued need in 
our community, which we continue to strive to meet. We added to our yearly survivorship event a 
second one geared specifically for our patients with breast cancer, and additionally, we continue to 
sponsor and host multiple additional education and awareness activities throughout the community. 
We partner with local high schools and student organizations to spread cancer awareness, screening, 
and prevention. 
 

Spotlight: Be Kind Always & Generous When Possible 
SKCCC Torresdale Food Pantry 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony – March 25, 2024 
Shout-outs to  
Dr. Marcia S. Brose and Teresa Giamboy 
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Construction is now almost complete for two new practice areas for our practice. We will be expanding 
our Torresdale clinical space to include 6 new exam rooms, which will allow us to offer additional 
services in the coming year, and a brand-new infusion suite and exam rooms at our Jefferson Bucks 
Hospital location, allowing us to better serve our patients in Bucks County in 2025. 

 
 

Jefferson New Jersey 
Anthony P. Scarpaci, MD 
Vice Chair, Department of Medical Oncology, Jefferson, New Jersey  

Jefferson, New Jersey: A Year of Growth, Innovation, and Compassionate Care - 

This year has been a truly transformative one for the Jefferson New Jersey team, marked by exciting 
achievements, dynamic growth, and an unwavering commitment to excellence in patient care. A major 
milestone was reached in May with the grand opening of our brand-new Cancer Center, located on the 
5th floor of the Jefferson Cherry Hill Medical Office Building. This beautifully designed, state-of-the-art 
space features 10 modern exam rooms and 20 spacious infusion bays, creating a warm and healing 
environment where patients receive the highest quality care. Beyond clinical treatment, patients 
benefit from integrated social work and navigation services, ensuring a truly holistic and supportive 
experience throughout their journey. 
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Ribbon cutting ceremony for the new Cherry Hill practice location attended by state and local officials as well as Jefferson leadership 

Our practice has experienced significant and exciting growth. We proudly welcomed three highly skilled 
nurse practitioners and two exceptional physicians to our multidisciplinary team. Their expertise and 
dedication have already enhanced the strength and depth of the care we provide. In addition to team 
expansion, we have introduced innovative and impactful programs designed to meet the evolving 
needs of our patients. These include a new high-risk breast cancer clinic dedicated to individuals with 
genetic predispositions or complex benign conditions. We’re also collaborating with our esteemed 
colleagues in the heart failure group to lay the foundation for a cutting-edge Cardio-Oncology 
program—an initiative that will bridge cardiology and oncology care for better patient outcomes. 
Furthermore, efforts are underway to launch a nurse practitioner-led rapid anemia clinic and to bolster 
our participation in the enterprise-wide Same Day/Next Day program, both of which are focused on 
improving patient access and care efficiency.  
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Outside of the clinic, our team continues to demonstrate a deep commitment to community 
engagement and advocacy. This year, we proudly participated in a variety of outreach initiatives, 
including the American Cancer Society’s Men Wear Pink campaign, the 2024 Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer, Greater Philadelphia & Southern NJ, and a heartfelt Survivorship Day celebration—
events that reflect the spirit of unity, hope, and support that defines our mission. 

As we look back on the past year, we are filled with pride and gratitude. These accomplishments are a 
testament to the passion, collaboration, and resilience of our incredible team. With continued 
innovation and a patient-centered approach, we look forward to building an even brighter future 
together. 

    

Opening of brand-new clinic and infusion space at the Cherry Hill campus in New Jersey 

Jefferson Abington Hospital and Asplundh Cancer Center 
Steven J. Cohen, MD 
Vice Chair, Department of Medical Oncology, Jefferson Abington and Asplundh Cancer Pavilion  
Chief, Division of Hematology and Oncology, Jefferson Abington Hospital 
Chief of Cancer Services, Jefferson Abington Hospital and Asplundh Cancer Pavilion 
Enterprise Chief of GI Medical Oncology 
 
The Asplundh Medical Oncology group is currently composed of 12 hematologists/medical oncologists 
and 7 Advanced Practice Clinicians (APCs).  The group is led by Dr. Steven Cohen, who serves as Chief 
of the Division of Hematology/Oncology at Jefferson Abington Hospital, Chief of Cancer Services at 
Jefferson Abington Hospital, and Asplundh Cancer Pavilion.  He is also a vice-chair in the department of 
medical oncology at TJUH and oversees GI Medical Oncology for Jefferson Health. Dr. Christian (CJ) 
Fidler serves as the clinical director of operations (DCO). Dr. Sheel Patel oversees clinical trial research 
for hematology/oncology. Dr. Avnish Bhatia oversees the same-day/next-day program. All of the faculty 
members have a disease site of focus (breast, lung, GI, malignant hematology, GU, head and neck, 
melanoma) and actively participate in disease-specific MDGs and tumor boards.   
 
Of our 7 Advanced Practice Clinicians (APCs), one is exclusively GI-focused (with Dr. Cohen), 5 are 
aligned with care teams with 2-3 physicians, and 1 is exclusively inpatient. Our physicians rotate in 
covering a busy inpatient consult service (averaging 30+ patients at a time) and spend an average of 6 
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weeks inpatient. The group’s outpatient practice is at Asplundh Cancer Pavilion, which is a TJUH and 
SKCC facility, but the inpatient consult work is at Jefferson Abington Hospital. The clinical practice is 
busy, seeing over 100 patients/day outpatient and treating over 90 patients/day in the infusion unit at 
Asplundh.   
 

Our physicians participate in Multidisciplinary Disease Group 
(MDG) meetings according to their disease area of focus. We open 
appropriate clinical trials at Asplundh for our patient population in 
collaboration with our Center City colleagues and participate in 
enterprise-wide tumor boards and clinical/research meetings. Dr. 
Melanie Nordlinger was a co-author on a Journal of Clinical 
Oncology study in head and neck cancer (Dzienis et al. 
Pembrolizumab Plus Carboplatin and Paclitaxel as First-Line 
Therapy for Recurrent/Metastatic Head and Neck Squamous Cell 
Carcinoma (KEYNOTE-B10): A Single-Arm Phase IV Trial. J Clin Oncol. 
20.  
In terms of education, we have an Abington-specific fellowship 
position, which is a separate track of the Jn hematology and 
oncology fellowship, and we have 3 fellows now (one for each year) 
who each spend 4 months rotating in the OP realm at Asplundh and 

the inpatient consult service at Jefferson Abington Hospital.  We have several Jefferson/Abington 
internal medicine residents who rotate with us on a regular basis to gain additional experience in 
hematology/oncology.  We also have a fair number of external internal medicine residents.  We provide 
lectures for the Jefferson Abington internal medicine residency as a whole in hematology/oncology. 
 
Our general longer-term goal is to more closely align each physician with disease teams at TJUH/SKCC 
and provide time for academic endeavors.  Our physicians are employed through Jefferson Medical 
Group.  As such, they are expected to provide 9 sessions/week of outpatient care in addition to regular 
rotations on the inpatient service.  Time is the biggest limitation for more academic engagement of our 
Asplundh/Abington providers, and working with the institution to provide some additional protected 
time for academic endeavors. 
 
Jefferson Einstein Philadelphia 
John C. Leighton Jr, MD 
Vice Chair, Department of Medical Oncology, Jefferson Einstein  
Associate Medical Director-Oncology, Moha –Einstein      
 
The Jefferson Einstein Philadelphia Medical Oncology and Hematology Division and the Section of 
Radiation Oncology serve the clinical needs of a community that extends from Northeast Philadelphia 
with a Cancer Facility at the Jefferson Einstein Center One location to North Philadelphia with a Cancer 
Center at the Jefferson Einstein Philadelphia campus. The largest site of activity is at the Jefferson 
Einstein Philadelphia campus in North Philadelphia, where we serve one of the most diverse and 
disadvantaged populations in the United States. Einstein is considered a private healthcare safety-net 
hospital, bearing a large share of responsibility for caring for the poor as measured by services to 
Medicaid, Medicare, SSI, and uninsured patients. More than 87% of the patients at Einstein are covered 
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by Medicare, Medicaid or are uninsured. We have a dual reporting structure as we are under the Sidney 
Kimmel Cancer Center and the Department of Medical Oncology at Jefferson and are part of the 
Department of Medicine at Einstein.  
 

The Medical Oncology and Hematology Faculty are 
responsible for clinical care in a multidisciplinary 
environment and academic commitment to our 
Hematology Fellowship Program and the Internal 
Medicine Residency Program at Einstein. The 
faculty has won multiple internal teaching awards 
over the years. The Fellowship Program graduated 
two fellows for the first time in 2024. The faculty 
serve as mentors to the residents, and in December 
2024, four of the Jefferson Einstein Philadelphia 
Internal Medicine Residents matched for 

Hematology Oncology Fellowship Programs throughout the country and will start training in July 2025, 
while we filled the two positions in our program. The Fellows and Residents mentored by the faculty 
have presented their work at multiple meetings, including ASCO and ASH in the current year. Also in 
the current year, Zachary Cohn, MD, was nominated by the House Staff for a Faculty Teaching Award, 
and Claudia Dourado was the Jefferson Einstein Philadelphia Faculty Member of the Month in February 
2024. 
 
There are 6 board-certified or board-eligible hematologists and oncologists responsible for the clinical, 
academic, and research mission of the Philadelphia campus. Three physicians, Drs. Leighton, Dourado, 
and Varadi have academic appointments through the Sidney Kimmel Medical College. We are one of 
the busiest Hematology-Oncology programs from a clinical perspective and treat patients with many 
medical and psychosocial comorbidities. Common cancers that we treat are colon, breast, lung, liver, 
prostate, and multiple myeloma. We see approximately 60% of classical hematology patients, ranging 
from iron deficiency anemia to complicated cases of hemophagocytic syndrome and TTP that are 
managed internally. We have over 10 multidisciplinary tumor boards across the campuses that are very 
collegial and educational activities designed to offer our patients optimal multidisciplinary care. The 
group has also been more active in the SKCC Multidisciplinary Groups. Jefferson Einstein Philadelphia 
has grown a Cardio-Oncology Program in the past year and developed a Psycho-Oncology Program in 
collaboration with the Department of Psychiatry. A collaboration with the Geriatric Division to perform 
geriatric assessment on all appropriate patients is intended to launch in early 2025. 
 
Our group has demonstrated a greater commitment to clinical research in 2024 through the support of 
SKCC. We remain involved in research projects with our fellows and students. We reopened our 
research program with the support of the clinical trials office of the Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center and 
our Department of Urology. We have enrolled 20 patients on clinical trials in 2024 to date, with our 
highest accruing trials including a partnership with the Population Science Division on electronic 
patient-reported outcome assessments in patients with multiple myeloma and an investigator-initiated 
trial through Merck evaluating educational models for adherence to oral antineoplastic medications. 
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We have recruited a faculty member with a keen interest in multiple myeloma and are hoping in 2025 
to open trials for patients with multiple myeloma at our site as this is one of our 6 most common 
malignancies.  
 
Because our access to Jefferson medical students is limited, we do not have as many faculty 
appointments as we would like. We are looking for opportunities to allow each Einstein faculty member 
to become a faculty member of the Medical College. In the upcoming years, we are committed to 
providing the highest quality care to the population we serve and are hopeful of growing our practice 
within North Philadelphia, bringing more clinical trials to our population with greater identification of 
tumor specific biomarkers for each patient and providing access to state-of-the-art therapies beginning 
with bispecific antibodies and ultimately cellular therapies. 
 
Jefferson Einstein Montgomery 

Marcia S. Brose, PhD, MD, FASCO 
Vice Chair, Department of Medical Oncology, Jefferson Northeast, Jefferson Einstein Montgomery 
Regional Chief of Cancer Services, Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Health System Leader for Community Cancer Research, Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Chair of Hematology/Oncology, Jefferson Einstein Montgomery Hospital 

 
 

SKCCC at Jefferson Einstein 
Montgomery Hospital (JEM) provides an 
important access point for cancer care 
for patients from northern Montgomery 
County and points north and west. The 
SKCCC practice at JEM was revitalized in 
2024 with the addition of vital staff and 
providers. In 2024, we took the medical 
staff from 2.5 to 5 faculty members, 
significantly increasing our capacity and 
access for patients. We continue to 
provide on-site radiation oncology 
services as well for our patients with the 

participation of two providers and support staff in the same building and provide additional 
convenience for our patients who require radiation during chemotherapy. The SKCCC for JEM was 
reaccredited by both the COC and NAPBC this year. 

 
During 2024, we also added 6 positions to our support staff for our practice, which includes a part-time 
nutritionist, lay and nurse navigators, and infusion and clinic nurses. Additionally, we provide on-site 
palliative care and cancer genetics counseling. Patients with additional needs are also supported by our 
financial counselor and our full-time social workers.  
 
Our site is also very involved in education.  Several lectures on cancer prevention were given by our 
staff to local community groups on topics such as lung cancer screening, and additional site-specific 
events for breast, lung and colorectal cancer.  A survivorship symposium provided additional 
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education to our patients and their families.  Cancer screening events for breast and skin cancer were 
also well attended. 
 

 
 

At Jefferson Einstein Montgomery (JEM), we have seen a significant increase in the need for our services 
in the northwest suburbs and look forward to additional growth to meet those needs coming in 2025. 
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Appendix A 
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