
With our new initiative among two 
renowned academic and medical 
institutions in Italy, a diploma bearing 
the Sidney Kimmel Medical College  
at Thomas Jefferson University name 
is about to become even more 
impressive—and global. 

Jefferson (Philadelphia University + 
Thomas Jefferson University) has 
collaborated with Catholic University of 
the Sacred Heart and Gemelli University 
Hospital in Rome to create the first-ever 
joint MD program recognized in both the 
United States and the European Union. 

About the Triple-Degree Program

Students in Italy who enroll in 2019 in the 
new degree program will be on their way 
to earning a Bachelor of Science degree 
from Jefferson and Doctor of Medicine 
degrees from Sidney Kimmel Medical 
College at Thomas Jefferson University 
(SKMC) and the School of Medicine and 
Surgery at Catholic University, Rome. 
Through a combination of studies at 
Jefferson and in Italy, students earning 
these three degrees will be able to 
practice medicine in the EU and the US. 

“These students will experience two 
unique academic environments and 
will study, train and treat patients 
alongside their US medical peers —
giving both groups a broad 
understanding and appreciation for 
very distinct healthcare ecosystems,” 
said Stephen K. Klasko, MD, MBA, 
President of Thomas Jefferson 
University and CEO of Jefferson 
Health. “The world is more 
interdependent. This dual medical 
degree helps us create the global 
physician of the future.”

Additionally, Jefferson has signed a 
clinical research agreement with both 
institutions that will create collaborative 
research opportunities in both 
countries. Our first clinical trial will 
expand our testing of a technique 
shown to be effective in treating 
difficult-to-heal wounds.

It’s all part of Jefferson’s continued focus 
on globalization. Through this triple-
degree program, we are extending our 
reach to serve as an incubator for the 
next generation of physicians and 
researchers who will be well prepared to 
discuss, design, shape and deliver 
innovative health care—with a better 
understanding of its global impact. 
Jefferson students will benefit from this 
partnership because they will be able to 
engage with their international 
colleagues—working side by side and 

expanding their peer networks across 
Europe. SKMC students can also choose 
to participate in elective rotations at 
Catholic University, Rome, and Gemelli 
University Hospital. 

In tandem with this new program, 
Jefferson is also in the process (via the 
Jefferson Italy Center) of opening doors 
to even more opportunities for academic 
collaboration, clinical trials, and access to 
European Union research grants. 

This agreement is the culmination of the 
hard work, leadership and forward-
thinking minds of Mark Tykocinski, MD, 
Provost and EVP for Academic Affairs, 
Kathy Gallagher, COO, Peter Scoles, MD, 
Vice Dean, Academic Program 
Development (who created the 
protocols necessary to achieve this dual 
accreditation) and Ignazio Marino, MD, 
SVP for Strategic Affairs. Dr. Marino, who 
received his degree in medicine and 
surgery from Catholic University, Rome, 
is a Professor of Surgery at Jefferson 
and previously directed Jefferson’s 
Division of Transplantation. 

These initiatives will benefit current and 
future generations of students and 
patients, and represent only the 
beginning of Jefferson’s accelerated 
emphasis on collaborating with visionary 
and committed international partners.

For more information, please visit 
Jefferson.edu/News.

MATER and NAS Treatment at Jefferson Recognized at National Conference
Jefferson recently hosted a conference, organized by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), which aimed 
to develop new guidelines for monitoring the long-term development of children who are born with neonatal abstinence 
syndrome (NAS). The event also highlighted Jefferson’s Maternal Addiction Treatment Education & Research (MATER) 
program, which, for decades, has focused on providing mothers suffering from addiction a variety of services including mental 
health and medical care, mindfulness, group and peer support, as well as care coordination and case management. First Lady 
Melania Trump and HHS Secretary Alex Azar hosted the conference, which also included area physicians with expertise in NAS. 

Jefferson Announces First International Academic 
Program Offering 3 Degrees

We're proud to partner with our colleagues at Catholic

University of the Sacred Heart and Gemelli University

Hospital in Italy to launch the first-ever joint MD program

recognized in the US and the European Union.
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Set to open for full operation 
in fall 2019 on our East Falls 
Campus, the Kay and Harold 
Ronson Health and Applied 
Science Center is a state-of-
the-art health and science 
facility designed to promote 
collaborative learning—where 
students from different 
backgrounds and educational 
disciplines work together with 
expert faculty.

Jefferson Surgeon Joins Nemours Team in Jamaica for First 
Living Donor Liver Transplant
Nemours/duPont Hospital for Children and Jefferson recently performed the first living donor liver transplant 
in Jamaica. The transplantation team, which included Warren Maley, MD, Director of the Jefferson Transplant 
Institute (seated left), performed the transplantation surgery at Bustamante Children’s Hospital in Kingston.  
The team subsequently went on to complete the country’s second living donor liver transplant.

In Memoriam:  
Orthopaedics Pioneer, 
Richard Rothman, MD, PhD
The Jefferson Community mourns the passing 
of Richard Rothman, MD, PhD, the pioneering 
founder and namesake of the Rothman 
Orthopaedic Institute and a longtime leader in 
our Jefferson community. For more than 30 
years, Dr. Rothman and his team of exceptional 
physicians have served as Jefferson’s 
Department of Orthopaedics. Dr. Rothman, 
for many years, was also the Department’s 
Chair, and most recently, served on the 
Jefferson Board of Trustees. Dr. Rothman 
changed the face of orthopaedics with his 
groundbreaking treatments and his discipline 
around service excellence and innovation.

Join with the Jefferson Community to  
Celebrate the Life and Legacy of Dr. Rothman

Tuesday, January 29 | 4 p.m. | Merriam Theater 
250 S Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19102

Please visit:  
Jefferson.edu/RichardRothman to RSVP.

When Hana Choe, MD, of Abington Hospital— 
Jefferson Health (pictured) performed the PulseRider 
procedure on a 76-year old patient, it was only the 
second time this device was implanted in a patient in 
Pennsylvania —and the first time in the country that 
the transradial approach was used for this procedure. 

Dr. Choe’s patient had a cerebral brain aneurysm that 
hadn’t bled yet and was coincidentally discovered 
when she visited Abington Hospital’s Emergency 
Trauma Center after suffering a TIA, or “mini stroke,”  
a month prior. 

During the procedure, Dr. Choe implanted the 
PulseRider, an inches-long piece of tiny nickel 
scaffolding, across the neck of the aneurysm so that 
it acts as a scaffolding bridge. The self-expanding 
implant supports embolic coils by holding them in 
place within the aneurysm sac while maintaining the 
patency of normal blood vessels.

Most physicians use a catheter introduced through 
the groin to implant the device, but Dr. Choe opted 
for access via the patient’s wrist, anticipating she 
could have a quick recovery and return to normal 
activities faster.

Hana Choe, MD, First Physician in the Country to Implant 
Neurological Stent Through Patient’s Wrist  

Leapfrog Hospital Safety  
Grades Announced

Abington Hospital–Jefferson Health A

Abington–Lansdale Hospital– 
Jefferson Health A

Jefferson Cherry Hill Hospital A

Jefferson Methodist Hospital A

Jefferson Stratford Hospital A

Jefferson Torresdale Hospital B

Jefferson Washington Township  
Hospital B

Thomas Jefferson University Hospital B

http://Jefferson.edu
https://web.cvent.com/event/1ac05765-fab4-4c9a-91be-6bbeac88b6ae/summary
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• A new vaccine against both rabies and Lassa fever has 
demonstrated effectiveness, according to Matthias Schnell, 
PhD, Director of the Jefferson Vaccine Center. The results 
suggest a change in how researchers will analyze for potency 
in Lassa virus vaccine development, and could have 
implications for other hemorrhagic fever viruses as well. The 
research also points to a new way to test for protection against 
the virus, a finding that could significantly speed vaccine 

development in humans. 

•  Certain molecular drivers of cancer growth are 
“undruggable”—it’s been nearly impossible to develop 
chemicals that would block their action and prevent cancer 
growth. Many of these molecules function by passing 
cancer-promoting information through a gate in the 
nucleus, where the instructions are carried out. Researchers 
at the Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center–Jefferson Health have 
found a way to block the nuclear gates used by these 
molecules, and show that this inhibition can halt aggressive 
prostate cancer in mice bearing human tumors. The 
research, co-led by Veronica Rodriguez-Bravo, PhD, and 
Josep Domingo-Domenech, MD, PhD, is the first 
demonstration that nuclear pore proteins may be effective 

anti-cancer targets for prostate cancer.

•  A governmental grant called the Small Business Innovation 
Research grant has been awarded to Jefferson physician-
researcher Ross Summer, MD, for the co-development of a 

novel, first-in-class treatment for idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis.

•  Surgical reconstruction is a life changer for people with 
end-stage ankle arthritis. Now, researchers from The 
Rothman Orthopedic Institute at Jefferson Health 
demonstrate that surgical reconstruction boosts patients’ 
range of motion by more than 60 percent, which translates 
to significantly less pain and better function completing 
everyday activities. Improvement was found to continue for 
at least the first two years following surgery.

•  When patients present with neurologic symptoms such as 
severe headaches or seizures, the symptoms could suggest 
anything from infection, cancer or an autoimmune disease 
of the brain or spinal cord, leaving physicians scrambling to 
find the cause in a short period of time. Researchers at 
Jefferson have developed a test that could rapidly parse out 
infections of the brain from other diseases. The diagnostic 
could prove particularly useful in infants and young children.

DISCOVERY 
DEVELOPMENTS
&With EU Grant, Jefferson to Develop Curriculum for 

Designers Focusing on Light and Health

Learn more about these and other discoveries – visit Jefferson.edu/News. 

Join the conversation on social! #JeffersonResearch

The Lighting Design and Light Research programs at Jefferson will participate in Light4Health, a 
three-year international research project to explore the impact of light on health and to develop 
and test curriculum for graduate-level lighting designers based on the findings.

Funded by a European Union Erasmus Grant of approximately $500,000, Jefferson will 
collaborate with University of Wolverhampton in the United Kingdom, Aalborg University in 
Denmark, Hochschule Wismar in Germany, KTH Royal Institute of Technology in Sweden and 
ITMO University in Russia. This grant further validates that Jefferson’s bold move to merge our 
two distinct universities is resonating internationally.

New University Branding Wins 
'Best in Show' at Transform 
Awards North America
Jefferson has earned four major awards for the branding of 
the new University at the Transform Awards North America. In 
partnership with FutureBrand, Jefferson won Best Corporate 
Rebrand After a Merger or Acquisition, Best Brand Evolution, Best 
Visual Identity from the Education Sector, and most notably, the 
Grand Prix for best of show, going up against top brands like Intel, 
Coach, Konica and University of Colorado, to name just some of 
the competitors. The Transform Awards is North America’s only 
dedicated celebration of rebranding, repositioning and brand 
development. Judges came from Amazon, Dow Jones, New York 
Life and more. Earlier this year, the new Jefferson brand received 
major awards from the international Rebrand 100 Awards, the 
CUPPIE Awards and the Collegiate Advertising Awards.

Intervention Helps Delay Memory Loss in At-
Risk Black Adults, Jefferson Clinical Study Finds
With nearly twice the rate of dementia as whites, blacks are at a higher risk for  
developing diseases like Alzheimer’s, but there has been little research on how  
to reduce this racial health disparity. Jefferson researchers, led  
by senior author, Barry Rovner, MD, Professor of Neurology,  
Psychiatry, and Ophthalmology at Jefferson, found that  
behavioral activation  —which helps adults set goals for 
 a more active social, cognitive and physical lifestyle— 
can reduce memory decline. In the study, behavioral  
activation reduced the risk of cognitive decline by 88  
percent compared to supportive therapy, which  
consisted of open-ended conversations with a  
community health worker. The findings of the  
randomized controlled trial were published in  
JAMA Neurology.

http://JeffersonHealth.org
https://www.jefferson.edu/university/news.html
http://www.transformmagazine.net/awards
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One of Jefferson’s Tiniest Patients is Alive and Well 
Today, Thanks to Multidisciplinary Team

The Intensive Care Nursery (ICN) at 
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital 
in Center City is a Level III Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit that provides 
advanced care and treatment for 
babies born every day with a variety of 
conditions. Because of complications 
at birth and extended hospitalizations, 
which can negatively influence the 
developing brain, many infants in the 
ICN are at risk for developmental delays 
following their discharge home.

To prevent the short- and long-term 
developmental delays/disabilities, 
supportive care is the standard for 
all infants in the Jefferson ICN. 
Developmental/supportive care is 
a family-centered, evidence-based 
approach to the care of high-risk infants 
that supports neurodevelopment by 
minimizing infant stress and providing 
an optimal environment to thrive. 
This particular type of care requires 
the effort of a multidisciplinary team 
of pediatricians, speech language 
pathologists, neonatologists, nurse 

practitioners, residents, neonatal 
nurses, respiratory therapists, 
pharmacists, social workers, case 
managers, child-life specialists and 
physical and occupational therapists. 

William’s Story

Earlier this year, the team took care of a 
vulnerable, tiny patient named William. 
Born prematurely at 23 weeks William 
weighed just 1 lb. 4.9 oz. (about the 
weight of a bag of carrots) and was 
provided life-saving resuscitation. For 85 
days, he survived with the support of a 
ventilator in the womb-like atmosphere 
of a highly technical incubator, and 
with the help of countless IV fluids and 
breastmilk through a feeding tube. 
He endured numerous tests, blood 
transfusions, laser eye surgery to save 
his eyesight, hernia surgery, among 
other examinations and treatments. 

With the knowledge that developmental 
care can decrease length of hospital stay 
and improve the long-term outcomes 
for premature and critically ill infants, 

William’s medical team recognized 
the importance of collaborating with 
neonatal occupational and physical 
therapists to provide supportive 
care to reduce infant stress.

Thankfully, William responded 
beautifullyto the therapy. As he  
grew, he was able to tolerate increased 
handling and movement for motor 
and sensory-based interventions 
designed to promote achievement 
of typical developmental skills 
and motor patterns. His parents 
embraced the developmental 
care approach and participated in 
treatment and therapy sessions. 

Once William was stable enough, his 
medical team consulted speech and 
feeding therapists to have him started 
on a cue-based feeding protocol 
inwhich the parent or nurse follows the 

communication and behaviors of William 
to guide his feeding, overall supporting 
and protecting his neurodevelopment 
while he learned to eat.

Despite all of the obstacles that William 
had to overcome since birth, he has 
not only survived, but thrived. After 
six months in the ICN, it was time for 
William to go home. He is currently 
leading the life of a happy baby— 
breathing on his own, feeding from 
a bottle and smiling at the sound of 
his parents’ and sibling’s voices. 

The commitment of our team 
members and their developmental 
care measures were the contributing 
factors to William’s survival and his 
positive outcome. Thank you to our 
dedicated staff members in the ICN and 
our multidisciplinary team of experts.

Learn About Maternity and Obstetric Services at Jefferson– 
visit JeffersonHealth.org.

William, who was born prematurely at 23 weeks, weighed only 1 lb. 

4.9 oz. (about the weight of a bag of carrots) at birth. He spent more

than six months in Jefferson’s Intensive Care Nursery, where his multi-

disciplinary team helped him learn how to breathe, eat and move. 

     Baby William 
with NICU staff Ave 
Bolli (respiratory 
therapist), and 
neonatal nurses, 
Jacqueline Sargent, 
Megan Kelly and 
Kelly Pafumi.

http://Jefferson.edu
https://hospitals.jefferson.edu/departments-and-services/maternity-services/


Pictured is pharmacist Kit Poon, from Edmonton, Canada, (center), whose team (ARBR) won the JAZ 
Tank: CannaVATION competition at Jefferson; Charles V. Pollack, Jr., MA, MD, Director, Jefferson 
Institute of Emerging Health Professions and The Lambert Center for the Study of Medicinal Cannabis 
and Hemp; and Rose Ritts, PhD, EVP, Chief Innovation Officer, Innovation Management. 

Thomas Jefferson University and Atlantic Health System have formally 

dedicated the regional campus of Sidney Kimmel Medical College (SKMC) 

at Morristown Medical Center and Overlook Medical Center. The regional 

campus’s inaugural class of six students, all in their third year of training, 

recently completed inpatient rotations throughout Morristown and 

Overlook. They will now begin the innovative Longitudinal Integrated 

Clerkship curriculum, following selected patients through the full health 

care continuum of Atlantic Health System’s network.

Architecture Alumna’s Creation Featured  
by The Museum of Modern Art

JAZ Tank: CannaVATION Explores the Future 
of Medicinal Cannabis and Industrial Hemp

Architecture alumna, Kristy Balliet ’99, and her firm, BairBalliet, displayed their 
work at New York’s Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) as part of its Young Architects 
Program. This year’s competition challenged architects to develop creative designs 
for a temporary outdoor installation that provides shade, seating and water, 
environmental issues, including sustainability and recycling. Kristy's proposed 
"Loud Lines" installation at the MoMA PS1 nonprofit art center in Long Island City, 
NY, invites people to inhabit the courtyard “between the lines,” she said.

From scratch-and-sniff labels for cannabis and hemp-infused sunflower seed butter, 
to hemp-laced towels, seven teams from across the US and beyond pitched their 
ideas on the future of medicinal cannabis and industrial hemp at the University’s “JAZ 
Tank: CannaVATION” in October. 

The winning concept, an algorithm to speed up the cannabis strain selection process 
for patients frequenting medicinal cannabis dispensaries, won $10,000 in financial 
support, plus business mentorship and consultation, and legal support from Jefferson.
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HONORS

•   DesignIntelligence has recognized Jefferson's BS in Interior Design and MS in 

Interior Architecture programs in its prestigious annual rankings.

•   Following two years of intensive review of curriculum and student work, 
including a major exhibition, Thomas Jefferson University’s Bachelor of 
Architecture program has earned an eight-year term of accreditation from  
the National Architectural Accrediting Board.

PEOPLE

•  Graphic Design USA has named Frank Baseman, Professor, Graphic Design 
Communication, one of its Educators to Watch. Work produced by his 
students has been recognized by the Adobe Design Achievement Awards, 

AIGA, Graphis New Talent Design Annual and UCDA. 

•  Michael A. DellaVecchia, MD, PhD, FACS, Clinical Associate Professor 
of Opthalmalogy at SKMC, has been elected Vice President of the 
Pennsylvania Medical Society. After serving in the role for a year, he will 
become President-Elect.

•  George Feldman PhD, DMD, has received a competitive grant award from the 
Osteo Science Foundation to conduct research on finding a treatment for 
MRONJ—a condition stemming from bisphosphonate use in patients with 
osteoporosis or cancer, which results in lesions of exposed necrotic bone in 
the jaw. Dr. Feldman is Associate Professor, Division of Orthopaedic Research 

and Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.

•  Joseph B. Hill, Chief Diversity Officer of Thomas Jefferson University and 
Jefferson Health, received the Corporate Diversity Award from the 
Gloucester County NAACP, for his commitment to integrating diversity, 
equality and inclusion initiatives to ensure excellence in education, research 
and patient care.

•  Barbara Klinkhammer, Dean of the College of Architecture and the Built 
Environment, has been selected to chair the national Leadership Committee 
of the Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA) for a 
one-year commitment.

•  The American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) recently presented 
Karen Knudsen, PhD, Director of the Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center–
Jefferson Health (SKCC), with the Scientific Achievement Award. In turn, Dr. 
Knudsen chose Veronica Rodriguez-Bravo, PhD, Assistant Professor, SKCC, 
as recipient of the AACR’s Early Career Investigator Award. Dr. Rodriguez-
Bravo will receive a research grant.

•  Congratulations to chair Vijay Rao, MD, the David C. Levin Professor and 
Chair of Radiology, who was recently honored in Paris by the French Society 
of Radiology with the SFR Medal of Honor and honorary membership in the 
Society, for outstanding accomplishments in radiology research, education 
and leadership.

•  A.M. Rostami, MD, PhD, Professor and Chair, Department of Neurology, and 
Vickie and Jack Farber Institute for Neuroscience–Jefferson Health, received 
an award for outstanding research in multiple sclerosis at the University of 
Patras in Greece.

Thomas Jefferson University and Atlantic 
Health System Dedicate Sidney Kimmel 
Medical College Regional Campus

http://JeffersonHealth.org


Jefferson Health helped to 
raise awareness of hidden 
heart conditions in kids and 
teens at a health-screening 
event at Washington Township 
High School this past fall. 
Members of our medical 
staff offered free heart 
screenings to kids aged 12-19, 
in partnership with Simon’s 
Heart, Washington Township 
High School, The Heart House, 

and the Sharp family (friends of Washington Township High School student, 
Nadiir King, who died in 2014 from hypertrophic cardiomyopathy). 
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PEOPLE: New Appointments

•  René Alvarez, MD, advanced heart failure cardiologist, has joined Jefferson 
Health as the new Lubert Family Professor, Chief of Cardiology and Co-
Director of the Cardiovascular CRISP (Clinical and Research Integrated 
Strategic Program). Dr. Alvarez comes to Jefferson from Temple University, 
where he held a number of prestigious positions. 

•  Susan K. Campbell, DNP, RN, NEA-BC, has joined Jefferson Health as Chief 
Nursing Executive. Most recently, she was the Chief Nursing Officer and SVP at 
Advocate Health Care in Chicago. 

•  Annmarie Chavarria, MSN, RN, has been appointed SVP and Chief Nursing 
Officer for Abington–Jefferson Health. She brings more than 20 years of 
clinical and administrative experience to the role.

•  Stephanie D. Conners, MBA, BSN, RN, NEA-BC, has been appointed EVP, 
Clinical Operations, Jefferson Health. Previously, she served as SEVP, Chief 
Operating Officer and System Chief Nursing Officer, Cooper Health System.

•  Eileen Jameson was promoted to the position of SVP for Operations at 
Abington–Jefferson Health. Previously Vice President of Clinical Services, 
Eileen's tenure has included various leadership roles.

•  Warren R. Maley, MD, has been named the new Director of the Jefferson 
Transplant Institute and Division Chief for the Department of Surgery, Division 
of Transplantation.

•  Joseph A. Rigotti, DO, has assumed the role of Division Chief of Internal Medicine 
at Abington–Jefferson Health. He was Program Director for the Osteopathic 
Medical Residency in Internal Medicine, member-at-large of Abington Hospital’s 
Medical Executive Committee, and past Medical Staff President. 

• Jefferson Women’s Primary & Specialty Care is now located at 700 

Walnut on the 2nd floor. Note: Jefferson Urgent Care is also located 

in the same building. For appointments at Women’s Primary & 

Specialty Care, please call 1-800-JEFF-NOW (1-800-533-3669).

• Jefferson’s Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery/Dentistry 

has opened its newest office at Jefferson Torresdale Hospital, 

10800 Knights Road, Suite 125, in Philadelphia. For appointments, 

please call 215-612-8480. The Department also has offices in Center 

City and Bryn Mawr, PA.

Raising Awareness of Hidden Heart 
Conditions in Young People

Jefferson Torresdale Hospital ICU Gives Back 
to Their Community

A Cardiologist with a Big Heart and a Patient 
with a Unique History 
Over the past decade, Abington Hospital–Jefferson Health cardiologist, Asoka 
Balaratna, MD, and his patient, 94-year-old Peter Bandy, have bonded over a 
shared interest: World War II history and airplanes. The World War II veteran (and 
member of the 303rd Bombardment Group called “Hell’s Angels”) first met Dr. 
Balaratna when he was diagnosed with aortic valve stenosis and multiple cardiac 
artery blockages during a visit to Abington Hospital’s Emergency Trauma Center.  
He subsequently had aortic valve replacement surgery.

Recently, Dr. Balaratna and his son attended the Reading Mid-Atlantic Air 
Memorial World War II Weekend with Peter and Peter’s son, Harry. Dr. Balaratna 
arranged for a ride on a B-17 airplane—the same type of plane that Peter flew in 
during his time in the service.

Throughout the year, Jefferson Torresdale Hospital ICU members host numerous 
fundraisers in association with Critical Crew—their dragon boat team. Recently, 
Critical Crew met with the founder of Today is a Good Day and participated in 
weaving “bonding squares,” which will be used in care packages for families who 
come to our NICU. The care packages feature two squares that are swapped 
between mother and baby each day of the hospital stay so that they each have one 
another’s scent. The team members chose Today is a Good Day after one of the 
members gave birth prematurely, and, during her stay in the NICU was a recipient 
of one of the organization’s care packages.

It was such a kind gesture on Dr. Balaratna’s part,” said Peter.

“I had a lot of fun spending the day with him, and it brought up

so many memories of my time in the service. 

Moves and New Office Locations

http://Jefferson.edu
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JeffHOPE Celebrates 25 
Years of Shaping Patient 
and Student Lives   
JeffHOPE (Health, Opportunities, Prevention, Education) was 
formed in 1993 by a group of medical students who saw a 
need in the homeless community for proper medical care and 
the potential opportunities for health professionals to reach 
out to this population.

The student-run organization of Sidney Kimmel Medical 
College aims to improve healthcare access for the home-
less and underserved population of Philadelphia, as well 
as educate students, residents and faculty members about 
medical issues, homelessness and poverty.

Today, JeffHOPE encompasses six weekly clinics staffed by 
500 medical students and 100 faculty members, who provide 
basic health care and education for up to 5,000 homeless 
individuals annually. 

On October 17, Sidney Kimmel Medical College hosted a 
celebration of JeffHOPE’s founders, patients and community 
partners on campus, including a panel discussion on social 
justice and advocacy. Lara Weinstein, MD, MPH, and James 
Plumb, MD, MPH, were honored with Lifetime Achievement 
Awards for creating JeffHOPE.

Giving Patients the Healing Power of Art 
Magee Rehabilitation Hospital Foundation hosted its annual “Art Heals” fundraiser 
at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts this fall. At this patient art exhibit 
and celebration, awards were presented to three former patients, including James 
Isenberg (pictured here with art therapist, Julie Nolan). Art therapy uses the creative 
process of art making to improve and enhance physical, mental and emotional 
well-being. It is offered free of charge to patients at Magee Rehabilitation Hospital–
Jefferson Health.

•  Jefferson Health–New Jersey Chief Nurse Executive Helene Burns, DNP, 
RN, NEA, was honored as one of 2018’s Women of Achievement by the 
Gloucester County Commission for Women and the County Branch of the 

American Association of University Women. 

•  Edward Gerner, MD, Clinical Associate Professor of Ophthalmology, has 
been selected for the 2018 Albert Nelson Marquis Who’s Who Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

•  Jay Greenspan, MD, received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
Philadelphia Business Journal as part of the Health Care Innovator and 
Extraordinary Doctor Awards. Dr. Greenspan, a neonatologist, is Professor  
and Chair of Pediatrics at Nemours/duPont Hospital for Children and  
Thomas Jefferson University. 

•  Jefferson radiation oncologist Mark Hurwitz, MD, is one of 35 physicians and 
scientists nationwide to receive Fellow designation from The American Society 
for Radiation Oncology (ASTRO) for 2018. 

•  Congratulations to Jefferson Health NJ Payroll Director Dawn Kifer for 
winning the Susan G. Komen 3-Day® Local Impact Award for the Philadelphia 
area. This award is given to participants who have been instrumental in 
strengthening the 3-Day® community throughout the year. This was Dawn’s 
8th walk and 11th event since 2011.

•  Catherine Levonian, PhD, MPH, RN-BC, was named a winner of the 
2018 Nightingale Award for Nursing Education–Staff Development. The 
Nightingale Awards of Pennsylvania recognize excellence in nursing. Cathy is 
a Professional Development Specialist in Nursing Research and Professional 
Development at TJUH.

•  Congratulations to Jefferson perinatologist Stuart Weiner, MD, who received a 
Humanitarian Award as an Extraordinary Doctor from the Philadelphia Business 
Journal. He has volunteered in more than 20 countries and was recently in 
Tanzania working to reduce maternal and newborn mortality. 

PEOPLE: Achievements

Lara Weinstein, MD, MPH, and James Plumb, MD, MPH, (second and third from left), were honored with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award at JeffHOPE's 25th anniversary celebration. Also pictured are Charles A. Pohl, MD, Associate 
Provost for Student Affairs and Senior Associate Dean for Student Affairs at SKMC (left) and Mark Tykocinski, MD, 
Provost and Executive Vice President of Jefferson and the Anthony F. and Gertrude M. DePalma Dean of SKMC.

http://JeffersonHealth.org


Nearly 50 Companies Recruit Jefferson Students  
at Career Fair 
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From medical device and pharmaceutical firms, to construction and engineering companies, to 
major global fashion brands, more than 50 employers attended the Fall Career and Internship Fair 
on Jefferson’s East Falls Campus.

Jefferson’s Dr. Orloff Meets Dr. Oz  
to Discuss Uveal Melanoma Research
Marlana Orloff, MD, (right) appeared on the "Dr. Oz Show" to discuss 
uveal melanoma and the unusual occurrences of this rare disease 
in the South. She and others are now searching for a common link 
between the victims of the disease who are associated with Auburn 
University. Jefferson has become a national referral center for 
patients whose ocular cancer has metastasized; in fact, two-thirds of 
our patients with the disease travel from outside of the tri-state area. 

Learn more at KimmelCancerCenter.org.

Project SEARCH Kicks Off Year 
Three with 8 Interns

Jefferson Health–New Jersey kicks off the third year of 
participating in Project SEARCH —a national program that serves 
students with developmental disabilities —by welcoming eight 
interns. The program includes both traditional high school 
students and adults over the age of 21 who have left the funded 
educational system. More than 400 Project SEARCH programs 
exist in the US and abroad, and Jefferson Health–New Jersey 
was the first hospital system in New Jersey to join.

Pictured are our Project SEARCH interns: Kyle Marquis, Melissa McGeehan, 
Nicholas Cialini, Catherine Tetreault, Steven Walker, Tyler Burns and William 
Zieger. (Not pictured: Ayanna Putman).

We’re proud to 
report that 96 
percent of our 
graduates secure 
jobs or go on to 
graduate school.

Learn more about our academic programs at Jefferson.edu.

Jefferson Experts 
Speak at Dr. Oz 
Health & Wellness 
Expo in Cherry Hill
Several Jefferson Health 
physicians were featured 
speakers at Dr. Oz’s free 
Health & Wellness Expo in 
August. Physicians/speaker 
topics included Kahyun 
Yoon-Flannery, MD, (breast 
care); Greg Taylor, DO, (pain 
management and obesity); 
Marc Neff, MD, (weight-loss 
surgery); Maureen Green, 
RN, (CPR); Stephanie Biggs, 
RD, (healthy eating); and 
Jennifer Naticchia, MD, 
(sports injuries). Jefferson 
Health, which was the 
exclusive healthcare sponsor 
of the expo, also offered free 
blood pressure screenings, 
hands-only CPR training, 
and a Teddy Bear Clinic  
for children. 

•   Jefferson Methodist Hospital has been designated a 
Breast Imaging Center of Excellence by the American 
College of Radiology. Through the designation, the 
Breast Ultrasound at Jefferson Methodist Hospital 

received re-accreditation for three years.

•   Abington–Jefferson Health has received the Mission: 
Lifeline Gold Plus Receiving Quality Achievement Award for 
implementing quality improvement measures outlined by 
the American Heart Association for the treatment of patients 
who suffer severe heart attacks. The award indicates an 
emphasis on timeliness of care for these attacks.  

HONORS

OF NOTE

Our expanded Jefferson Health–Navy Yard location now 

offers access to Jefferson Health physicians in specialties 

including Otolaryngology, Cardiology, Gastroenterology, 

Nephrology, Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, Sleep Medicine and 

others. By mid-2019, Jefferson will offer care across four 

renovated floors and feature a full-service retail pharmacy, 

lab station, coffee bar and café, and walk-in telemedicine 

appointments right on site. For appointments, please call 

1-800-JEFF-NOW or visit JeffersonHealth.org/SouthPhilly.
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